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Chapter 1

Introduction

N
onlinear science is assumed to be the most important frontier for the

fundamental understanding of nature today, and a major constituent of

these nonlinear sciences are the integrable models. These integrable models

are characterised by special localized solutions called solitons. After a forma-

tive period of a hundred and fifty years, the concept of solitons at present, is

firmly established. As interesting as it is in the field mathematical physics,

solitons have made their presence felt in some wide branches of physics such

as condensed matter physics, plasma physics, hydrodynamics, low tempera-

ture physics, particle physics, nuclear physics, astrophysics, biophysics and

of course nonlinear optics.

The first observation of solitons is recorded by John Scott Russell in 1834.

He had watched a rounded smooth well defined heap of water proceed at a

constant speed and without change of shape, over a two mile stretch along

a narrow and shallow channel [1]. This was followed by extensive water

tank and water channel experiments by H.Brazin [2], and associated the-

oretical developments by Joseph Boussinesq [3], Lord Rayleigh [4] etc. In

1876, Korteweg and de Vries developed a model equation which described

the propagation of such unidirectional shallow water waves [5] and later, this

equation became the famous Korteweg-de Vries (KdV) equation. At present,

any study of solitons starts with the KdV equation. Korteweg and de Vries

found that two types of solutions to their equation exist. The periodic solu-

tions called as the cnoidal waves and a localized solution of a single positive

1
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elevation which later came to be called as the soliton. The soliton can also

be treated as a limit of the cnoidal wave under infinite wavelength. Later,

in the study of the Fermi-Pasta-Ulam (FPU) heat transfer problem [6], N.

Zabusky and M. Kruskal tried to model it on the KdV equation. As the KdV

equation was nonlinear they resorted to numerical simulations and, in which

they observed single pulse-like waves travelling through a one-dimensional

crystal lattice [7]. These solitary waves collided with one another elastically

and displayed quasi-particle like properties and consequently were named as

solitons. The next important breakthrough followed when Gardner, Greene,

Kruskal and Miura derived the localised wave solutions or the soliton solu-

tions of the KdV equation analytically, using the so called inverse scattering

transformations [8, 9]. The obtained soliton solutions displayed the elastic

collision property that is today characteristic of solitons [10]. The inverse

scattering method (ISM) of Gardner et.al., triggered a study of nonlinear

equations of KdV and the like, leading to a strong mathematical develop-

ment of nonlinear equations. P.Lax reformulated the work of Gardner et.al.,

and constructed a hierarchy of the KdV equation solvable by ISM [11]. It was

shown by Zakharov [12] that the time evolution of the envelope of a weakly

nonlinear deep-water wave train is described by the nonlinear Schrödinger

equation (NLS). By applying the ISM technique, the exact analytical solu-

tion of the NLS equation was discovered by Zakharov and Shabat [13]. These

water envelope soliton solutions of NLS were verified by Yuen and Lake [14].

The next step in the evolution of the ISM followed when the solution of the

modified KdV equation (mKdV) was established by Wadati [15, 16] and by

Ablowitz, Kaup, Newell and Segur (AKNS) who went on to show that a class

of nonlinear equations solvable by ISM can also be solved in the same pattern

[17]. This powerful technique is called as the AKNS scheme and can handle

a wide variety of very general inital conditions.

In the course of time these nonlinear equations that could be solved ex-

actly came to be known as Integrable Systems. The soliton solutions of these

integrable models bore specific properties. The one soliton solution of an

integrable model is a single peaked envelope which travels in a non disper-

sive manner. The two soliton solution of an integrable system describes two

TH-255_994404
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independent peaks travelling with different velocities, and in some cases the

taller peak moving faster. In a similar manner the N soliton solution is a

system of N peaks each moving with its own velocity. Whenever two such

peaks collided, as was observed in the numerical simulations of Zabusky and

Kruskal [7], they moved on without any change of shape, indicating their

robust nature. The only signature that an interaction has taken place is the

jump in phase of the soliton after the interaction.

Side by side, other ingenious mathematical methods for dealing with these

nonlinear equations were being developed. The Hirota method [18]–[27] is

a very efficient and direct method of finding soliton solutions of low orders

— like the one soliton solution or the two soliton solution explicitly. In the

Hirota bilinear method one tranforms the nonlinear equation into a bilinear

form by employing the gauge invarient Hirota derivative. This is the critical

step as there happens to be no algorithmic procedure in the consideration

of the correct transformation for obtaining the correct form of the equation

which is amenable for bilinearization and relies solely on intution. The ad-

vantage of this technique is that once the nonlinear equation is bilinearized,

one and two solition solutions are guaranteed. However, the three soliton so-

lution is a requirement for establishing the integrability of a system. Another

method of solving a certain class of nonlinear partial differential equations

is associated with a transformation known as the Bäcklund transformation

[28, 29], which either connects two distinct solutions of the same equation

or else the solutions of two nonlinear equations. Thus one can proceed from

a simple solution such as the one soliton solution and then by repeated ap-

plication of the procedure arrive at the N soliton solution. In yet another

technique, in order to check whether a nonlinear differential equation is solv-

able by ISM, one may utilize the Painlevé analysis. In this method, one tries

to exactly reduce the nonlinear partial differential equation into some associ-

ated ordinary differential equations. If these ordinary differential equations

do not posess movable critical points, they satisfy the Painlevé property and

according to the Painlevé conjecture [30, 31, 32, 33], the mother nonlinear

equation is solvable by ISM. Some of the other mathematical methods de-

veloped for the study of these integrable systems are bi-Hamiltonian theory

TH-255_994404



4 CHAPTER 1. INTRODUCTION

[34, 35], r-matrix structure [36], symmetry approach [37, 38], perturbation

methods [39, 40], algebraic study based on Lie algebras [41, 42] and Jordan

algebras [43, 44, 45, 46] and of course numerical analysis [47].

With these developments, some distinct features of the integrable models

have been established. The localised and robust nature of the solitons repre-

sent the huge number of symmetries associated with the integrable models.

This is manifested by the existence of an infinite number of conserved quan-

tities which are also in involution with each other. This is known as the

Liouville integrability [36]. Another important feature of integrable models

is the existance of Lax-pairs. However it is seen that some integrable mod-

els (like those represented by the Sasa Satsuma equation [59]) do not have

directly related Lax-pairs. In such cases, as in the Sasa Satsuma equation,

the equation itself is shown to be related to another equation via some trans-

formations and the Lax-pair for this transformed equation is shown to exist.

The existence of bi-Hamiltonian structers and the r-matrix are other features

of the integrable models. However, the existence of the exact solutions, viz,

the solution solitons of the nonlinear dynamical equations representing the

integrable models remain as their primary characteristic.

In nonlinear optics, there are many situations where the nonlinear effects

cannot be treated as a weak perturbation and this has led to the successfull

application of the soliton concepts. Indeed solitons are found to be the final

stage in evolution of an inital electromagnetic wave field in a broad class of

nonlinear optical media.

Studies in nonlinear optics began with the predictions that electromag-

netic waves travelling through nonlinear dispersive medium were unstable

[48, 49, 50]. Hasegawa and Tappert showed that the propagation of light

waves through a dielectric optical fiber could be modelled upon the NLS

equation [51]. The resulting solitons were envelopes of a light pulse hav-

ing low intensity and were called as “dark” solitons. This was due to the

fact that at that time the dispersive property of a dielectric fiber was not yet

known and consequently the group velocity dispersion (GVD) was considered

as positive. Subsequently it was also shown that with a negative GVD it is

possible to obtain “bright” envelope optical soliton solutions [52]. These pre-
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dictions was verified by Mollenauer et.al., when he observed the propagation

of bright solitons through optical fibers [53].

The study of nonlinear optical systems is important because soliton based

communication through optical fibers have the capacity for sustaining the

enormous traffic requirements demanded by modern technology. In this sys-

tem each optical soliton carry one bit of information. The presence or absence

of a soliton represents the arrival of a binary 1 or 0 digit of information. Due

to robustness of the solitons to collisions with other solitons and due to their

nondispersive nature, the distance of propagation before attenuation and ab-

sorbtion takes over is considerably larger as compared to gaussian or square

wave pulses that are being currently used in communication systems. Be-

sides, the solitons being pulses of picosecond to femtosecond widths, more

pulses can be packed in an interval of time giving rise to increased band-

width. All these features, promise of speedier and more reliable communica-

tions using optical solitons in fibers. It has been experimentally shown that

transmissions with bandwidths of 40 Gigabit/sec over a distance of 10,000

kms by Morita et.al. [54] and 1.1 Terabits/sec over a distance of 3,000 kms

by Fukuchi et.al. [55] is possible. Besides this, a study of optical solitons

are important from the standpoint of it being an important member in the

theory of integrable models.

Truly, a wide variety of solitons — dynamic and topological —are ex-

hibited in nonlinear optics and they follow from the different properties of

their propagating media. Such properties include nonlinearity of the mate-

rial and geometric dispersion. In this context, solitons may be the dynamical

solitons like the NLS bright solitons which are localised wave excitations,

or the topological solitons like the sine-Gordon solitons when describing self

induced transparency (SIT). The dynamical solitons may be spatial of tempo-

ral. Spatial optical solitons [56, 57] concern with the study of self-guided (or

self-trapped) optical beams that propagate in slab waveguides or bulk non-

linear media without supporting waveguide structures. As it travels through

the bulk media, the beam diffraction is counter balanced by its self focusing.

This self focusing arises due to the change of the refractive index of the me-

dia around the beam and is caused by the beam itself through the nonlinear
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effects. Temporal solitons are solitons where pulse broadening due to group

velocity dispersion (GVD) is counter balanced by the nonlinear compression

of the pulse through a process known as self phase modulation (SPM). Thus

temporal solitons can travel great distances without distorsion as compared

with ordinary pulses (square or gaussian) but require waveguides.

Self phase modulation occurs as a result of the intensity dependence of

the refractive index that is exhibited by nonlinear media. It broadens the

pulse spectrum by energy redistribution among the different harmonics re-

sulting a compression of the pulse shape. The nonlinear media exhibiting

SPM are also known as Kerr media. As shown by Hasegawa, the electro-

magnetic wave equations based on these low order effect of GVD together

with SPM, and neglecting fiber losses takes the form of the NLS equation

[104]. SPM appears due to the nonlinear part of the electric polarization

(in the third order electric suseptibility tensor) and become appreciable with

pulse widths of 10−12sec and pulse intensities of 100 milliWatt. But with

the zero-dispersion fibers available today, the higher order nonlinear effects

can no longer be ignored. The higher order GVD is known as third order

dispersion (TOD) and is very prevelant in pulses of femto-seconds width.

For such ultra-short pulses the spectrum being wide, Raman gain transfers

energy from the higher frequency components to the lower frequency compo-

nents leading to an asymetrical broadening of the pulse. But the process of

stimulated inelastic scattering may cause partial transfer of energy from the

optical field to the media. If the energy transfer that takes place is high, op-

tical phonons take part in the transfer and the process is called as stimulated

Raman scattering (SRS). On the other hand for low energy transfers acous-

tic phonons participate, and the phenomena is known as stimulated Brillouin

scattering (SBS). In optical solitons it is the SRS which plays a dominant

role as compared to SBS. In both the cases a photon of the incident field

get anhillated to create a photon of the downshifted Strokes frequency or

upshifted anti-Strokes frequency. This processes a governed by the availabil-

ity of quantum states and the energy-momentum conservations. The other

higher order nonlinear effect is called as self steepening (SS) and causes an

asymetrical compression of the pulse width. Under the right conditions it
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is possible to cancel the effect of TOD with that of SRS and SS. The in-

clusion of these effect to the wave equation gives the higher order nonlinear

Schrödinger equation (HNLS) as was shown by Hasegawa [58]. Under some

specific conditions involving the coefficients of the various terms in the HNLS

equation it is also integrable [59, 60, 61, 62, 20] and supports optical solitons.

The NLS and HNLS equations asociated with optical solitons have the

electric field pointing in a particular direction, while travelling in a direction

perpendicular to it. As commonly seen with electromagnetic waves it is pos-

sible to have two such mutually perpendicular planes of polarization of the

electric field inside the fiber. This results in optical solitons with their enve-

lope functions lying in two mutually perpendicular directions. The intensity

dependent nonlinear refractive index causes the two mutually perpedicular

solitons to interact with each other. Zakharov and Berkhoer [63] studied

these interactions of perpendicularly polarised solitons in isotropic medium.

IST was first applied by Manakov for such polarised optical solitons [64, 65]

with nonlinearity in the propagating fiber. For this dependence of the index

of refraction on the direction of polarization has to be considered. This non-

linear effect arises due to fiber birefringence and the phenomena is called as

cross phase modulation (XPM). Inclusion of XPM in the NLS equation leads

to a pair of coupled NLS equations (CNLS) where XPM occurs in the non-

linear term of both the equations. This model, also known as the Manakov

model. Menyuk studied the propagation of optical solitons in two perpen-

dicular polarizations and with different group velocities [66]. The energy

exchanges between the two modes of polarizations was studied by Doran and

Wood [67]. The same was also studied using numerical simulations too [68].

Later Christodoulides and Joseph [69, 70] extended the Manakov model to a

new class of solitons which they called as vector solitons.

Inclusion of the higher order effects to the Manakov model has lead to

the modelling of the coupled version of the HNLS equation (CHNLS) which

is found to be integrable under specific conditions [71, 72, 73, 74].

One of the first investigations to the collisions of scalar solitons was done

by Zakharov et.al. [75] where it was established theoretically that solitons col-

lisions are elastic. Similar analysis were carried out by Gordon [76], Gorshkov

TH-255_994404



8 CHAPTER 1. INTRODUCTION

and Ostrovsky [77] and Karpman and Solov’ev [78]. The numerical studies of

soliton collisions were carried out by Blow and Doran [79], and Hermansson

and Yervick [80]. Experiments to study the interactions of solitons were car-

ried out by Mitschke and Mollenauer [81]. In these experimental studies, it

was found that short range soliton collisions were inelastic [82] and this was

attributed to electrostrictional mechanism by Dianov et.al. [83]. However,

the long range soliton collisions as observed by Smith and Mollenauer [84]

were phase-independent.

For coupled NLS systems it was shown that soliton collisions were not

elastic at component level [85, 86, 87]. That is, during a collision of solitons

in a coupled system, and energy exchange may occur between the different

polarization states. This study was also extended to the CHNLS system

[88]. The collision of solitons in the Manakov model have also been studied

by Tsuchida [89].

Prior to these discoveries, the robustness of solitons for logical computa-

tions had been attempted by using the (nonintegrable) saturable NLS equa-

tion [90]. But later the component switching during soliton collisions in

coupled systems was utilized to develop optical logic gates in bulk media

[91]. The energy exchange between colliding vector solitons were experimen-

tally demonstarted by Anastassiou et.al. [92]. The capability for information

transfer using cascaded collisions of vector solitons was experimentally ob-

served too [93]. Steiglitz theoretically designed, an all optical NAND gate

[94] and multistable states for optical logic storage [95].

Such developments promise of an all optical computer based on vector

solitons collisions. Such a model offer the advantages of faster switching or

speedier operation in comparision to conventional logic gates based on solid

state electronics. Optical logic gates are also free from the usual noise that

affect electronic devices. The current status for such developments, as has

been mentioned in [96] requires further study of the properties involved in

soliton collisions. The study of such aspects are some of the objectives of

this thesis.

For developing the suitable logic-transformations required for the con-

struction of more complicated logic gates all the characteristic features of
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collisions among vector solitons are to be known in detail. In this regard,

this thesis selects the CNLS and the CHNLS systems for the study of soli-

ton collisions. The CNLS system has been considered as it is one of the

simplest system governing the dynamics of optical solitons. On the other

hand, altough the CHNLS system includes the higher order effects present in

the transfer of electromagnetic pulses in fibers and may have extra terms to

take care of, the CHNLS system supports ultrashort pulses leading to higher

bandwidth and hence faster switching of logic gates.

The study of the soliton collisions is based fact that the collision of N

solitons is given by the N soliton solution (NSS) [75]. This is extended to

include the n-component NSS in this work. This extension to coupled systems

is a requirement for observing optical logic operations. The n-component

NSS is derived by exactly solving the integrable systems taken up for study.

The technique used to obtain the NSS is the Inverse Scattering Method.

Next, starting with the study of the simple n-component one soliton so-

lution, and developed further for the n-component two and three soliton

solutions, the sailent features of these vector solitons are highlighted. Such a

diagnosis is then generalised for the n-component NSS. Such a study paves

the way for a detailed analysis of the collision of vector solitons.

Once the nature of the collisions among vector solitons have been under-

stood, their feasibility in the construction of the simplest logic gates under

various conditions is investigated. This study is important as it is would

throw the candidature of optical solitons for building optical computers in

the proper perspective.

The chapter wise breakup of the thesis is given below. In Chapter 2,

a review of the Inverse Scattering Method, particularly in the context of

earlier relevant work is given. After the basic ISM is explained, its extension

to the AKNS scheme is shown. In Chapter 3, a few dynamical systems

related to optical solitons — the coupled nonlinear Schrödinger equation, the

coupled higher order nonlinear Schrödinger equation of the Hirota type are

introduced. Using ISM their n-component NSS is obtained explicitly. The

soliton solutions of another dynamical system related to optical solitons —

the coupled higher order nonlinear Schrödinger equation of the Sasa-Satsuma
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type (Sasa-Satsuma equation) is also obtained using ISM in the same chapter.

In Chapter 4, the properties of the n-component NSS of the coupled nonlinear

Schrödinger equation and the coupled higher order nonlinear Schrödinger

equation of the Hirota type are studied in detail while in Chapter 5 the

solition collisions of these two dynamical systems are studied. The results of

this chapter are applied in Chapter 6 to develop optical logic gates. Chapter

7 is the concluding one.

In brief, this thesis attempts a thorough investigation into the dynamics

of collisions inbetween N soliton, each having n components, and to apply

the results in the designing of soliton based optical logic gates.
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Chapter 2

Review of Inverse Scattering
Method

2.1 Introduction to the Lax Formalism

This chapter introduces the Inverse Scattering Method (ISM). It is used in

the following chapters to obtain the N soliton solutions of some Integrable

Models. The ISM is one of the most elegant tool for obtaining the complete

N soliton solutions of an integrable nonlinear partial differential equation.

As in any transform, in ISM too, one defines a transformation of the original

problem into a space of functions where the time dependence is simple. Then

after having determined the transformed data at a later time, the inverse

transform is applied to find the solution. Following Lax [11], in ISM one

starts by considering a general nonlinear partial differential equation

φ(x, t)t = K{φ(x, t)} (2.1)

where K is a nonlinear operator and the subscripts denote partial differenti-

ation. For the KdV1 equation its explicit form is

K = 6φ(x, t)
∂

∂x
− ∂3

∂x3
(2.2)

The crucial next step is to find two linear operators L(φ) and B(φ) associated

with equation (2.1) such that they satisfy the following operator equation for

1The KdV equation has been selected as an example.

11
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12 CHAPTER 2. REVIEW OF INVERSE SCATTERING METHOD

any arbitrary function.

iLt = [B,L] (2.3)

where [B,L] = BL − LB is the commutator. The integrability aspect of

any dynamical system using ISM purely depends on the discovery of these

operators for that dynamical system. The first operator is time dependent

and the second operator has to be self-adjoint, i.e.,

L = L(t), B† = B (2.4)

For KdV, these operators2 are,

L = − ∂2

∂x2
+ φ (2.5)

B = −4i
∂3

∂x3
+ 3i

(

φ
∂

∂x
+

∂

∂x
φ

)

(2.6)

After the Lax operators has been established, ISM is applied in three steps

Direct solution

of equation (2.1)

Time Evolution

Inverse Problem

Φ(x,t>0)
is found out convert (2.7) for  t > 0

Scattering data at

|x|= infinity for  t > 0
into an integral equation

Scattering data at

|x|= infinity for  t = 0is given

Φ (x,0) Direct Problem

solve (2.7) at t = 0

using equation (2.9)

of the scattering data

Figure 2.1: Inverse Scattering Method - Schematic Representation.

as shown in Fig:2.1. These are:

1. The direct problem: An eigenvalue equation (or a Sturm-Liouville

equation) is formed with L.

L(t)ψ(x, t) = λψ(x, t) (2.7)

2All verifications of this section are shown in Appendix A.1 & A.2
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2.2. APPLICATION OF ISM: AN EXAMPLE 13

For a given φ, the above eigenvalue equation is solved at t = 0. This

provides the scattering data — the reflection coefficient R(t = 0), the

transmission coefficient T (t = 0), the normalization constant cn(t = 0)

for ψ at |x| = ∞, and the number of bound states N . For KdV, (2.7)

takes the form,

L(t = 0)ψ = −ψxx + φ(x, 0)ψ = λψ (2.8)

which is the Schrödinger wave equation with the solution of the KdV

equation φ(x, t = 0) acting as the potential function and λ as the

energy of the wave function ψ(x, t). In the equations (2.7, 2.8) λ has

to be independent of time. This should be so, despite the fact that the

operator L(t) through its dependence on φ(x, t), is time dependent.

The time independent nature of λ can be established from the self

adjoint nature of the operator B.

2. The time-evolution of the scattering data: Once the scattering

data at the initial time has been found, the time evolution of the scat-

tering data is calculated i.e., R(t > 0), T (t > 0) and cn(t > 0) are

determined. For this the asymptotic form of B at |x| = ∞ together

with the time evolution of the wave function ψ(x, t) is used. The time

evolution of ψ is governed by B.

iψ(x, t)t = Bψ(x, t) (2.9)

3. The inverse problem: In the final step, an inverted or an integral

form of (2.7) is used. In contrast to the first step in this procedure,

here the scattering data is used to get back the scattering potential.

As the scattering data used in this step is time evolved, the potential

we get is the time evolved potential φ(x, t > 0). Thus the solution to

the original nonlinear dynamical equation (2.1) is obtained.

2.2 Application of ISM: An example

In order to elucidate the modus operandi of ISM, its application to the KdV

equation is considered in a brief manner in this section and next.
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14 CHAPTER 2. REVIEW OF INVERSE SCATTERING METHOD

2.2.1 The direct problem

After having determined the Lax operators (2.5 & 2.6) for the KdV equation

(i.e., 2.1 with 2.2) the eigenvalue problem is formulated with the initial shape

of (2.1) i.e., φ(x, t = 0) = φ0(x) as its scattering potential.

L(0)ψ(x, 0) = λψ(x, 0)

⇒ ψ(x, 0)xx + [λ− φ0(x)]ψ(x, 0) = 0 (2.10)

This is the Schrödinger wave equation with the initial energy of the wave

function λ > 0 and λ < 0 depicting the scattering and bound state solutions

respectively. This equation is solved to get the scattering parameters at the

inital time.

R(k, 0) → reflection coefficient for ψ
across the potential φ0

T (k, 0) → transmission coefficient for ψ
across the potential φ0

cn(0) → normalization factor for ψ
κn =

√
−λn → allowed discrete energy levels for ψ

N → no. of allowed discrete energy levels







































(2.11)

The direct problem is complete once these scattering data at t = 0 has been

evaluated at |x| → ∞.

2.2.2 Time evolution of the scattering data

The scattering data extracted from the direct problem contains the eigen

values κn =
√
−λn. As these eigen values are time independent, so also does

the number of bound states N , remain time invariant. Thus, what is required

is the time evolution of the remaining scattering data i.e., R(k, 0), T (k, 0)

and cn(0). For this the explicit form of B operator at |x| → ∞ is considered.

B∞ = −4i
∂3

∂x3
(2.12)

At x→ −∞, with φ, φx → 0, the bound states of (2.10) are,

ψn(x, t) = cn(t)eκnx (2.13)
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Thus, considering (2.9) and (2.12) with the fact that the eigenvalues are time

invariant gives,

i
∂ψn(x, t)

∂t
= B∞ψn(x, t)

⇒ cn(t) = cn(0)e−4κ3
nt (2.14)

Again, at x→ ∞, for the scattering states

ψ(x, t) = a(t)e−ikx + b(t)eikx (2.15)

and in a similar manner with B∞

∂

∂t
a(t)e−ikx +

∂

∂t
b(t)eikx = −4(−ik)3a(t)e−ikx − 4(ik)3b(t)eikx

Equating the linearly independent exponentials in the above equation and

integrating gives,

a(t) = a(0)e−4ik3t (2.16)

b(t) = b(0)e4ik3t (2.17)

Consequently the reflection & transmission coefficients of (2.10) are

R(k, t) =
b(t)

a(t)
=
b(0)

a(0)
e8ik

3t = R(k, 0)e8ik3t (2.18)

T (k, t) =
1

a(t)
= T (k, 0)e4ik3t (2.19)

2.2.3 The inverse problem

From the time evolved scattering data, the time evolved potential is cal-

culated. For this inverse problem, the linear integral equation known as

Gel’fand-Levitan-Marchenko (GLME) equation is used.

K(x, y; t)+F (x+y; t)+

∫ ∞

x

K(x, z; t)F (y+z; t)dz = 0 with y ≥ x (2.20)

This equation is deduced from the eigenvalue equation (2.7) considered at

t > 0. It is a variant of the linear Fredholm integral equation, and can be
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solved in closed form for a suitable F , and for which, existence and uniqueness

of the kernel K can be confirmed by Neumann expansion solution.

In (2.20), the function F depends on the time evolved scattering data.

F (x + y; t) =
1

2π

∫ +∞

−∞

R(k, t)eik(x+y) +

N
∑

n=1

c2n(t)e−κn(x+y) (2.21)

The first term on the rhs in the above equation is the fourier transform of

the reflection coefficient. The transmission coefficient T (k) doesnot appear in

the GLME as it is eliminated in its derivation. The bound state eigenvalues

κn show up as simple poles of T (k) on the positive imaginary k-axis.

T (k) ∼ 1

k − iκn

(2.22)

Thus the bound state eigenvalues can be noted from the denominator of the

transmission coefficient.

Once the GLME (2.20) is solved for K(x, y; t), φ(x, t) is calculated from

it.

φ(x, t) = −2
d

dx
K(x, x; t) (2.23)

2.3 Soliton Solutions

Altough a nonlinear PDE may offer general solutions, here soliton solutions

are of interest. Such solitons progresses without any change of its shape even

when it passes through another soliton. This implies that a soliton acts as

a reflectionless potential. Such potentials are also called as Poschel-Teller

potentials and they usually have sech2 forms. Thus we look for solution with

R(k) = 0 = b(k) ∀ k, and consequently there is no continuous spectrum.

For the N soliton solution let the inital profile be

φ(x, 0) = −N(N + 1)sech2x (2.24)

where N is the number of discrete states. Then

F (x + y; t) =

N
∑

n=1

c2n(0)e8κ3
nt−κn(x+y) (2.25)
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and (2.20) is

K(x, y; t)+
N
∑

n=1

c2n(0)e8κ3
nt−κn(x+y)+

∫ ∞

x

K(x, z; t)
N
∑

n=1

c2n(0)e8κ3
nt−κn(x+z)dz = 0

(2.26)

Looking for solution of the kernel in the form

K(x, y; t) =
N
∑

n=1

Ln(x, t)e−κny (2.27)

the GLME is replaced by a linear system

XY + Z = 0 (2.28)

where Y and Z are column vectors with elements Ym and Zn = c2n(0)e8κ3
nt−κn(x+y)

respectively. The N ×N matrix X has elements

Xnm =
c2n(0)e8κ3

nt−κn(m+n)x

m+ n
(2.29)

Thus,

K(x, y; t) = X−1
nm

d

dx
Xnm (2.30)

and using (2.23) we get the time evolved potential φ(x, t).

φ(x, t) = − ∂2

∂x2
log |X| (2.31)

with |X| denoting the determinant of X. The solitary wave solutions or the

one soliton solution for the KdV equation at different times is graphically

depicted in Fig:2.2. The two soliton solution of the KdV equation depicts a

two peaked pulse of Fig:2.3. At t < 0, the taller peak is lagging behind the

shorter peak. The taller pulse moves faster and coalesces to form a single

peaked pulse at t = 0. This is the initial profile φ(x, 0) = −6 sech2x which is

used to get the two soliton solution for the KdV equation using N = 2. In a

similar manner the N soliton solutions portray N pulses with the taller ones

moving faster than the shorter ones.
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Figure 2.2: KdV solitary waves at t = −1, 0, 0.5, 1.4 respectively.

2.4 AKNS Scheme

2.4.1 AKNS formalism

In the AKNS formalism, the inverse scattering is applied in a slightly different

manner to that outlined in the previous section. But the time independence

of the eigenvalues λ for the time evolving Lax operator remains as the foun-

dation. The nonlinear equation (2.1) is cast in terms of two linear equation,

Ψx = L Ψ (2.32)

Ψt = M Ψ. (2.33)

Here, Ψ(x, t) is an n-component vector and L,M are n×n matrix operators

which also contain the spectral parameter λ. The Lax pair L & M also con-

tain φ(x, t), from the original nonlinear equation. The choice of a particular

form of the Lax operators for a nonlinear equation has to satisfy the operator

equation (also known as the zero-curvature condition).

Lt −Mx + [L,M ] = 0 (2.34)
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Figure 2.3: KdV two soliton solutions at t = −0.5, 0, 0.1, 0.4 respectively.

This is arrived at by applying the compatibility condition Ψxt = Ψtx to the

Lax equations (2.32, 2.33).

Following AKNS [17], L is considered to be a 2 × 2 matrix of the form

L =

(

−iλ q
r iλ

)

(2.35)

with q = q(x, t) and r = r(x, t) as functions of x and t. Using this form of

L, it is possible to generate a class of integrable models. For example, with

M = iλ2

(

−2 0
0 2

)

+ λ

(

0 2q
2r 0

)

+ i

(

−qr qx
−rx qr

)

(2.36)

and applying (2.34), with r = −q? – the conjugate field of q, one arrives at

the nonlinear Schrödinger equation (NLS).

iqt + qxx + 2|q|2q = 0

−iq?
t + q?

xx + 2|q|2q? = 0 (2.37)
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with |q| =
√
q?q. With another choice of M , i.e.,

M = iλ3

(

−4 0
0 4

)

+ λ2

(

0 4q
4r 0

)

+ iλ

(

−2qr 2qx
−2rx 2qr

)

+

(

qxr − qrx −qxx + 2q2r
−rxx + 2r2q −qxr + qrx

)

(2.38)

and with r = ±q, one gets the modified KdV (mKdV) equation.

qt + qxxx ± 6qxq
2 = 0 (2.39)

On the other hand r = ±q?, it is the complex mKdV equation.

qt + qxxx ± 6qx|q|2 = 0 (2.40)

Finally, r = −1 gives the KdV equation

qt + qxxx + 6qqx = 0 (2.41)

Again with,

M =
i

λ

(

u −1
2
qt

1
2
rt −u

)

(2.42)

one gets a set of dynamical equations

ux =
1

2
(qr)t

qtx = 4uq

rtx = 4ur (2.43)

Choosing

u =
1

4
cos v, q = −r = −1

2
vx (2.44)

gives the sine-Gordon equation

vxt = sin v (2.45)

and choosing

v =
1

4
cosh u, q = r =

1

2
vx (2.46)

gives the sinh-Gordon equation

vxt = sinh v (2.47)
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Thus a number of dynamical equations can be formulated with the same

time-evolving Lax operator L. All these dynamical equations comply to the

same eigenvalue equation (2.32). As a result the scattering data at the inital

time are identical. This leads to many common properties among these set

of evolution equations, like having the same set of conserved quantities. By

proper expansion of M in powers of the spectral parameter λ it is possible

to generate an infinite number of integrable nonlinear equations. Such a set

of evolution equations are said to belong to the same heirarchy, in this case,

the ANKS heirarchy.

The time evolution of the scattering data differentiates these dynamical

systems from each other. But as far as soliton solutions are concerned, only

the normalization constants – cn(t)’s are used. This is due to the fact that

solitons solutions are associated with reflectionless coefficients and the trans-

mission coefficients do not figure in the inverse scattering i.e., in the GLME.

Thus ISM can be applied to all the members of the heirarchy in a more or

less comprehensive manner.

2.4.2 Inverse Scattering in the AKNS Scheme

In this sub-section the application of ISM to the AKNS heirarcy is briefly

shown. The AKNS scheme is an improvization of ISM to solve integrable

systems in the AKNS heirarchy in a more algorithimic manner. An applica-

tion of this scheme to a simple 2 × 2 eigenvalue problem for the scalar NLS

equation is considered first. The exact application of the AKNS scheme to

multicomponent system of dynamical equations will be taken up in the next

chapter.

The NLSE is given as

iq(x, t)t + q(x, t)xx + |q(x, t)|2q(x, t) = 0, (2.48)

where q(x, t) represents a one dimensional dynamical field and vanish appro-

priately at the asymptotes.

lim
x→±∞

q(x, t) = 0 (2.49)
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In the AKNS scheme the asociated 2 × 2 eigenvalue problem i.e., equations

(2.32, 2.33) are

Ψ(x, t;λ)x = L(λ, q(x, t)) Ψ(x, t;λ) (2.50)

Ψ(x, t;λ)t = M(λ, q(x, t)) Ψ(x, t;λ). (2.51)

Here, Ψ(x, t;λ) represents well behaved wave functions describing the scat-

tering process and L & M are the Lax operators. In accordance to the zero

curvature condition their explicit forms for the NLS equation are

L =

(

−iλ q
−q? iλ

)

; M =

(

−2iλ2 + i|q|2 2λq + iqx
−2λq? + iq?

x 2iλ2 − i|q|2
)

; (2.52)

By considering the scattering equation (2.50) at the asymptotes, we get its

four possible solutions.

Ψ(1+) ∼
(

1
0

)

e−iλx; Ψ(2+) ∼
(

0
1

)

eiλx, x→ +∞ (2.53)

and,

Ψ(1−) ∼
(

1
0

)

e−iλx; Ψ(2−) ∼
(

0
1

)

eiλx, x→ −∞ (2.54)

As these Jost functions Ψ(+) = {Ψ(1+),Ψ(2+)} and Ψ(−) = {Ψ(1−),Ψ(2−)} are a

linearly independent and complete set, they are connected via the scattering

matrix {αij}.
Ψ(i+) = {αij} Ψ(j−) (2.55)

Using the orthonormality of these vectors, the scattering matrix elements or

the scattering data are

Ψ(j−)† Ψ(i+) = αij(λ). (2.56)

From scattering theory, α−1
1,1 and α1,2α

−1
1,1 are respectively identified as the

reflection and transmission coefficients of the scattering potential q(x, t). For

solutions to the (2.50) an integral representation of the auxillary waves is

considered.

Ψ(1−) =

(

1
0

)

e−iλx +

∫ ∞

x

dsK(1)(x, s)e−iλs, (2.57)

Ψ(2−) =

(

0
1

)

eiλx +

∫ ∞

x

dsK(2)(x, s)eiλs (2.58)

TH-255_994404



2.4. AKNS SCHEME 23

This representation is in accordance with the Jost functions (2.53, 2.54) and

the kernels K(i)(x, s) = (K
(i)
1 (x, s), K

(i)
2 (x, s))T , are well behaved functions

of x & t. Besides,

K(i)(x, s) = 0 ∀ s < x.

Using (2.57, 2.58) in (2.50) gives an expression for the dynamical fields in

terms of the Kernels.

q(x, t) = −2 K
(2)
1 (x, x) (2.59)

By considering the time evolution of Ψ(x, t;λ) in terms of the second Lax

equation (2.51) the time evolved scattering equation (2.50) can similarly be

calculated and inverted to get a pair of coupled GLMEs.

K(1)(x, y) −
(

0
1

)

F ?
1 (x+ y) −

∫ ∞

x

dsK(2)(x, s)F ?
1 (s+ y) = 0, (2.60)

K(2)(x, y) −
(

1
0

)

F1(x+ y) +

∫ ∞

x

dsK(1)(x, s)F1(s+ y) = 0 (2.61)

These equations (2.60, 2.61) connect the time evolved scattering data with

the Kernels as

F1(x) =

N
∑

j=1

iC(j)
2,1(t)e

−iλ?
j x +

∫ +∞

−∞

dλ

2π

α2,1(λ)

α2,2(λ)
e−iλx. (2.62)

In the above expression

C(j)
2,1 =

α2,1(λj, t)

α
′

2,2(λ
?
j , t)

, (2.63)

where the time evolved scattering data are evaluated at the poles of α22(λ)−1.

These j = 1, 2, . . . , N simple poles arise due to the fact that α22(λ)−1 is

analytic in the lower half of the λ-plane except at these N points.

In order to calculate the time evolution of the scattering data, the second

Lax equation (2.51) is evaluated at the asymptotes where it takes the form

Ψt(x, t;λ) = −2iλ2Σ Ψ(x, t;λ), (2.64)

and then equation (2.56) is used. This gives

α2,1(λ, t) = α2,1(λ, 0) e−2iλ2t,

α2,2(λ, t) = α2,2(λ, 0).
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On the other hand the sets of GLMEs (2.60, 2.61) can be decoupled and

the first component of the GLME for the kernel K(2) is

K
(2)
1 (x, y)+F1(x+y)+

∫ ∞

x

ds

∫ ∞

x

dzK
(2)
1 (x, z)F ?

1 (z+s)F1(s+y) = 0. (2.65)

As the soliton solutions are associated with reflectionless potentials the sec-

ond term in the r.h.s of (2.62) is absent. This makes it possible to attain

solutions to the above equation in closed form. For this a trial solution in

the form

K
(2)
1 (x, y) =

N
∑

j=1

ωj(x, t) e
−iλ?jy (2.66)

is used in (2.65) and from (2.59) the N soliton solutions is obtained.

q(x, t) = −2

N
∑

j=1

(B · C−1)j e
−iλ?

j x (2.67)

where,

Bk = (B1, B2, . . . BN ) = C(k)
2,1 (0)e−iλ?

k
x−4iλ?2

k
t, (2.68)

Ck,j =

N
∑

l=1

C(l)?
2,1 C

(k)
2,1

ei(2λl−λ?
k
−λ?

j )x+4i(λ2
l
−λ?2

k
)t

(λl − λ?
k)(λl − λ?

j)
− δk,j (2.69)

are 1 ×N and N ×N matrices respectively.

2.5 Summary

In this chapter the technique of Inverse Scattering was reviewed form its sim-

plest version to the more structured AKNS scheme. It should be mentioned

that after the success of the AKNS scheme, variation appeared giving rise to

other heirarchies of integrable models. Some of them are

1. Ablowitz and Ladik formalism — for discrete NLS,

2. Kaup and Newell formalism — for derivative NLS,

3. Takhtajan formalism — Heisenberg ferromagnet equation, and
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4. Wadati, Konno and Ichikawa formalism — WKI integrable systems.

The AKNS scheme can be extended to support any n × n Lax operator

based eigen value problem even if n > 2. This multi component version

of the AKNS scheme is introduced and used in the next chapter to obtain

the N soliton solutions for some coupled integrable models related to optical

solitons.
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Chapter 3

The Dynamical Systems and
their Soliton Solutions

3.1 Introduction

The rate of transfer of information by means of optical fibers using pulse-code

modulation is limited by the dispersive effect of group velocities. Ideally, this

effect can be completely eliminated by using pulses of pico-seconds width

and of moderately high intensities of a few hundred milli-Watts. This is

possible because the nonlinear effects of SPM nullify GVD [51, 52] and such

suggestions were experimentally demonstrated too [53, 97, 98]. Such pico-

second pulses under certain conditions get transformed into optical solitons.

The dynamics of such optical solitons in optical fibers is governed by the

NLS equation.

iq
ζ
+ α1qττ

+ α2|q|2q = 0 (3.1)

This equation has been well investigated by many [13, 99, 100, 101, 102,

103]. In the above equation q = q(z, t) denote the normalised slowly varying

complex envelope of the optical pulse

E(z, t) ∼ q(z, t)ei(β0z−ω0t) (3.2)

travelling in z direction and with its electric field pointing in the direction

perpendicular to the propagation direction and the subscripts with q de-

note partial derivatives. In (3.1), ζ = z/LD and τ = (t − z/vg)Γ
−1
0 are

the normalised position and time coordinates. Γ0 is the pulse width at

27
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t = 0 and vg is the group velocity. The second term in the equation de-

note the pulse broadening due to GVD and α1 = ±1 denote the conditions

of anomalous and normal dispersion respectively. The dispersion length is

LD = 4β0Γ
2
0(∂

2β(ω)/∂ω2)−1. The effective refractive index in terms of the

dispersion is neff = β(ω)c/ω. α2 = LD/LK, where LK = c2β0(2πω
2
0|χK,eff

|)−1

– is the Kerr length. χ
K,eff

– is the effective nonlinear susceptibility respon-

sible for the Kerr effect. In practice, the NLS optical solitons do not exist

in real communication systems in their ideal form, i.e., as dispersionless op-

tical pulses travelling forever. This is because of the higher order effects of

susceptibility and absorption of energy via Rayleigh scattering by the fiber

molecules in (3.1) which finally distort and absorb the NLS solitons. How-

ever, the distance of propagation by an optical soliton exceeds that of an

ordinary weak pulse by a large margin.

For increasing the bandwidth of transmision, the propagation of pulses

with ultrashort widths have to be considered. But such femto-second pulses

acutely require the consideration of the higher order effects and the NLS

equation has to be extended to include the higher order effects. Such an

equation is the HNLS equation have the form

iq
ζ
+ α1qττ

+ α2|q|2q + i{β1qτττ
+ β2|q|2qτ

+ β3q(|q|2)τ
} = 0 (3.3)

Here, β1 represents the third order group velocity dispersion (TOD), and

β2,β3 represent the two inertial contributions to the nonlinear polarization,

i.e., stimulated Raman scattering (SRS) and self-steeping (SS) [39, 82, 104,

105].

The exact solution of the general HNLS equation (3.3) has not been

discovered as yet, but its complete integrability under specific conditions have

been shown. They are the Derivative NLS equation (DNLS) of type I, where

α1 = 1, α2 = 0 and β1 : β2 : β3 = 0 : 1 : 1; DNLS equation of type II, where

β2 : β1 : β3 = 0 : 1 : 0 [106]; Hirota Equation, where β1 : β2 : β3 = 1 : ±6 : 0

[20] and the Sasa-Satsuma Equation β1 : β2 : β3 = 1 : 6 : 3 and α1 : α2 = 1 : 2

[59, 62, 107].

The coupled versions of these equations have the dynamical field q re-
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placed by an one-dimensional array of dynamical fields, i.e.,

q → ~q = (q1, q2, . . . , qn)T (3.4)

In the above expression the dynamical fields qi, i = 1, 2, . . . , n are mutually

orthogonal. The coupled system with 2 components represent the two mutu-

ally perpendicular polarizations of the electric fields of the two co-propagating

solitons. Such a 2-coupled NLS (2-CNLS) system for optical solitons was

presented by Manakov [64] and also studied by others [108, 109, 110, 111].

The coupled HNLS equation (CHNLS) of the Hirota type was developed in

[72, 112]. The multi component generalization of the Sasa-Satsuma Equation

was studied in [71, 113, 114]. The generalised n-CNLS, n-CHNLS of the Hi-

rota type and n-CHNLS of the Sasa-Satsuma type (n-CSS) are respectively

iqit + qixx
+ 2q?

j qjqi = 0, (3.5a)

iqit + qixx
+ 2q?

j qjqi + iε(qixxx
+ 3q?

j qjqix + 3q?
j qjx

qi) = 0, (3.5b)

iqit + qixx
+ 2q?

j qjqi + iε{qixxx
+ 6q?

j qjqix + 3(q?
j qj)xqi} = 0. (3.5c)

In the above equations the subscripts i, j = 1, 2, . . . , n, describe the com-

ponent fields and Einstein’s convention has been used for summations. The

subscripts x, t are scaled coordinates of length and time and their appear-

ance as subscripts represent partial derivatives of the fields with respect to

them. It is important to note that the position and time coordinates x, t

has interchanged places in relation to (3.1) or (3.3), as is commonly followed

in the mathematical approach of integrable models. Such an interchange do

not effect conclusions drawn from any analysis in this thesis.

The dynamical fields q(x, t) represent the envelope function of the actual

pulses of the electrical field. The small dimensionless parameter ε represents

the ratio of the spectral width to the carrier frequency [104].

0 < ε =
∆ω

ω0

< 1 (3.6)

The above three dynamical systems are specific conditions of the generalised

CHNLS equation

iqit + α1qixx
+ α2q

?
j qjqi + iε{β1qixxx

+ β2q
?
j qjqix + β3(q

?
j qj)xqi} = 0 (3.7)
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and, for n = 1 they reduce to their respective scalar forms. All these dynami-

cal systems are related to optical solitons and belong to the AKNS heirarchy.

In this chapter the n-component, N Soliton Solutions (NSS) of these coupled

dynamical systems are derived.

3.2 Lax Operators

At first, a c-number diagonal matrix

Σ =
n
∑

i=1

ei,i − en+1,n+1 (3.8)

and a matrix of the dynamical fields A(x, t) as

A(x, t) =

n
∑

i=1

qi(x, t)ei,n+1 −
n
∑

i=1

q?
i (x, t)en+1,i (3.9)

is defined. In (3.8, 3.9), ei,j’s are n + 1 × n + 1 matrices with the i, j-th

element as unity and all others elements are zeros. The stars (?) denote the

complex conjugates of the fields. Effectively, A and Σ are also n+ 1× n+ 1

matrices and from (3.8) and (3.9) it is easy to see that

Σ2 = I (Identity matrix) (3.10a)

ΣA + AΣ = 0 (Anti− commutation) (3.10b)

Using the above, the Lax operators for the CNLS equation are,

L(x, t;λ) = − iλΣ + A (3.11a)

M(x, t;λ) = − 2iλ2Σ + 2λA + iΣ(Ax − A2) (3.11b)

This is verified by the fact that on using the above Lax pairs in the zero

curvature condition (2.34) we get

At − iΣAxx + 2iΣA3 = 0

In driving the above equation, the set of properties (3.10) were utilised. Next,

on expressing the above equation in terms of the basis using (3.9) and (3.8)
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we get

n
∑

i=1

qit ei,n+1 −
n
∑

i=1

q?
it
en+1,i − i

n
∑

i=1

qixx
ei,n+1 − i

n
∑

i=1

q?
ixx

en+1,i

−2i

n
∑

i,j=1

q?
j qjqi ei,n+1 − 2i

n
∑

i,j=1

q?
j qjq

?
i en+1,i = 0

By equating the coefficients of the same basis, we get n coupled equations

— one for each component and their n complex conjugate equations, all of

which are infact described by the equation (3.5a). This associates the Lax

pair given in (3.11) with the CNLS equation.

In a similar manner, the Lax operators associated with the coupled Hirota

Equation are,

L(x, t;λ) = − iλΣ + A (3.12a)

M(x, t;λ) = − 2iλ2Σ + 2λA + iΣ(Ax − A2)

− εAxx + 2εA3 + 4ελ2A + ε(AxA− AAx)

− 2iελΣ(Ax − A2) − 4iελ3Σ (3.12b)

and implimenting the zero curvature condition (2.34) with these Lax pairs

give

At − iΣAxx + 2iΣA3 + ε[Axxx − 3AxA
2 − 3A2Ax] = 0

Using (3.9) and (3.8) in the above equation yields the n-coupled Hirota equa-

tions and their complex conjugates.

The parameter λ which appears is the Lax pairs is called as the spectral

parameter. As the CHNLS equation have the higher order effects added to

the CNLS equation, these effect are ignored for the wider picosecond pulses

of the CNLS. Accordingly, in the limit ε → 0, (3.12) reduces to (3.11) just

as (3.5b) and (3.5c) reduces to (3.5a) in the same limit.

On the other hand, a direct set of Lax pairs for the CSS equation (3.5c)

have not been discovered as yet. Instead, using the following set of transfor-
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mations,

ui(x̄, t̄) = qi(z, t)e
i(− x

3ε
+ 2t

27ε2
) (3.13a)

t̄ = t (3.13b)

x̄ = x− t

3ε
(3.13c)

the equation (3.5c) is first reduced to the coupled complex modified KdV

equation (CCmKdV).

uit̄ + ε{uix̄,x̄,x̄
+ 6u?

jujuix̄ + 3(u?
juj)x̄

ui} = 0 (3.14)

Obtaining the NSS of this equation would also give the NSS of CSS equation

after utilization of the transformations (3.13). The Lax pair for the CCmKdV

equation (3.14) is

L(x̄, t̄;λ) = − iλΣ̄ + Ā (3.15a)

M(x̄, t̄;λ) = − 4iελ3Σ̄ + 4ελ2Ā + 2iελΣ̄(Āx̄ − Ā2)

+ 2εĀ3 − εĀx̄x̄ + εΣ̄(Āx̄Ā − ĀĀx̄) (3.15b)

where,

Σ̄ =
2n
∑

i=1

ei,i − e2n+1,2n+1 (3.16a)

Ā =

n
∑

i=1

ui(x̄, t̄)e2i−1,2n+1 +

n
∑

i=1

u?
i (x̄, t̄)e2i,2n+1

−
n
∑

i=1

ui(x̄, t̄)e2n+1,2i−1 −
n
∑

i=1

u?
i (x̄, t̄)e2n+1,2i (3.16b)

Using the zerocurvature condition (2.34) with the above Lax pairs (3.15)

yield the auxillary equation

Āt + ε[Āxxx − 3ĀxĀ
2 − 3Ā2Āx] = 0

As, Σ̄ and Ā are (2n + 1) × (2n + 1) square matrices, so are the Lax pairs

(3.15a) and (3.15b). Thus, using we get the explicit forms of Σ̄ and Ā from

(3.16) yield n equations and their complex conjugates of the n-CCmKdV

and each equation appears twice in the martix implimentation of the zero

curvature condition. Thus, the equations (3.14) and (3.5c) remain unchanged

and the dynamical fields ui of the CCmKdV have n components as before.
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3.3 Direct Problem

3.3.1 Scattering data for CNLS and Coupled Hirota

Equations

For solving the coupled dynamical equations (3.5a) and (3.5b) the 2 × 2

scattering problem outlined in secion (2.4.2) is extended to (n+ 1)× (n+ 1)

dimensions [74]. The Lax equations are now

Ψ(x, t;λ)x = L(λ, q(x, t)) Ψ(x, t;λ) (3.17a)

Ψ(x, t;λ)t = M(λ, q(x, t)) Ψ(x, t;λ) (3.17b)

Here Ψ(x, t;λ) is a n+ 1 dimensional vector

Ψ(x, t;λ) =
(

ψ1(x, t;λ), ψ2(x, t;λ), . . . , ψn+1(x, t;λ)
)T

(3.18)

and L & M are (n + 1) × (n + 1) square matrices. At the two asymptotes,

x→ ±∞, qi(x, t) → 0, i.e., the dynamical fields are zero, and the scattering

equation (3.17a) takes the form

Ψ(x, t;λ)x = −iλΣ Ψ(x, t;λ) (3.19)

Thus solutions of (3.17a) at the two asymptotes are given as follows

φ(i) = eie
−iλx

φ(n+1) = en+1e
iλx

}

at x→ ∞ (3.20)

ψ(i) = eie
−iλx

ψ(n+1) = en+1e
iλx

}

at x→ −∞ (3.21)

where, i = 1, 2, . . . , n. ei’s are one dimensional basis vectors with their i-th

element as one and rest of the elements are zeros. These Jost functions also

form a linearly independent set and their orthonormality is expressed as

φ(i)†φ(j) = ψ(i)†ψ(j) = δi,j, i, j = 1, 2, . . . , (n+ 1) (3.22)

Thus it is possible to connect these set of solutions at the two asymptotes by

a scattering matrix – {αi,j}.

φ(i)(x;λ) =
n+1
∑

j=1

αi,j(λ)ψ(j)(x;λ), j = 1, 2, . . . , (n+ 1) (3.23)
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Using (3.22), the elements of the scattering matrix can be expresed in terms

of the Jost functions.

αi,j(λ) = ψ(j)†(x;λ)φ(i)(x;λ) (3.24)

Finding the values of the scattering data at the initial time is the goal during

the first step of the ISM (Fig:2.1).

3.3.2 Scattering data for Sasa-Satsuma Equation

For the CCmKdV equation (3.14), the form of the Lax Equations (3.17a,

3.17b) remain the same, but as demanded by the dimensions of the Lax

operators (3.15), the scattering problem is now (2n+1)×(2n+1) dimensional.

Consequently, Ψ(x̄, t̄;λ) is a (2n+ 1) dimensional vector.

Ψ(x̄, t̄;λ) =
(

ψ1(x̄, t̄;λ), ψ2(x̄, t̄;λ), . . . , ψ2n+1(x̄, t̄;λ)
)T

(3.25)

The Jost functions are now

φ(i) = eie
−iλx̄

φ(2n+1) = e2n+1e
iλx̄

}

at x̄→ ∞ (3.26)

ψ(i) = eie
−iλx̄

ψ(2n+1) = e2n+1e
iλx̄

}

at x̄→ −∞ (3.27)

with i = 1, 2, . . . , 2n, and e’s are (2n+ 1) dimensional basis vectors.

The orthonormality of the Jost functions (3.22), the scattering equation

(3.23) and the scattering data (3.24) remain the same for the CCmKdV

except for the fact that in these equations the indices i, j = 1, 2, . . . , (2n+1).

3.4 Gel’fand Levitan Marchenko Equation

To extend the GLME to the n-coupled and 2n-coupled dynamical systems,

some properties of the scattering matrix are considered first.

Using (3.20), (3.21) in the (3.24) gives the orthogonality of the scattering

matrix elements.
n+1
∑

k=1

αi,k(λ)αj,k(λ) = δi,j (3.28)
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Thus, (3.23) yields

ψ(i)(x;λ) =

n+1
∑

j=1

α?
j,i(λ)φ(j)(x;λ) (3.29)

Equation (3.28) implies the fact that the scattering matrix is unitary and

gives the following relation for any of its elements.

α?
i,j(λ) = Cofactor of αi,j(λ) (3.30)

Using the above in conjunction with (3.23) yields

1

α?
m,m

l
∑

j=1

(Adj[αm,m])i,jφ
(j)eiλx = ψ(i)eiλx −

α?
m,i

α?
m,m

ψ(m)eiλx (3.31a)

1

αm,m

φ(m)e−iλx = ψ(m)e−iλx − 1

αm,m

l
∑

j=1

αm,jψ
(j)e−iλx

(3.31b)

In the above expressions the following convention has been followed. Unless

explicitly mentioned, the same convention will also be followed in the rest of

this section.

For the CNLS and the coupled Hirota equations, l = n,

m = n + 1 and i, j = 1, 2, . . . , n; while for the CCmKdV

equation l = 2n, m = 2n + 1, i, j = 1, 2, . . . , 2n and x is

replaced by x̄.

(♠)

Next, an integral representation of the Jost functions at finite values of x is

considered.

ψ(i)(x;λ) = eie
−iλx +

∫ ∞

x

dsK(i)(x, s)e−iλs (3.32a)

ψ(m)(x;λ) = eme
iλx +

∫ ∞

x

dsK(m)(x, s)eiλs (3.32b)

where the kernel – K’s can be written in component form as

K(i)(x, s) =
l
∑

j=1

K
(i)
j (x, s) ej (3.33a)

K(m)(x, s) =
l
∑

j=1

K
(m)
j (x, s) ej (3.33b)
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Using (3.32) with (3.31b) gives

1

αm,m

φ(m) = eme
iλx +

∞
∫

x

dsK(m)(x, s)eiλs

+
l
∑

i=1

αm,i

αm,m

eie
−iλx +

l
∑

i=1

αm,i

αm,m

∫ ∞

x

dsK(i)(x, s)e−iλs (3.34)

Multiplying both sides of the above by e−iλw/(2π) where w > z and inte-

grating both sides from −∞ to +∞ with respect to λ gives:

∫ +∞

−∞

dλ

2π

φ(m)e−iλw

αm,m(λ)
= K(m)(x, w) +

∫ +∞

−∞

dλ

2π

l
∑

i=1

αm,i(λ)

αm,m(λ)
eie

−iλ(x+w)

+

∫ +∞

−∞

dλ

2π

∫ ∞

x

ds
l
∑

i=1

αm,i(λ)

αm,m(λ)
K(i)(x, s)e−iλ(s+w) (3.35)

As 1/αm,m(λ) is analytic in the lower half of the complex λ plane with N

simple poles – λ?
k, k = 1, 2, . . . , N , this allows the scattering equation (3.23)

to be written as

φ(m)(x;λ?
k) =

l
∑

p=1

αm,p(λ
?
k)ψ

(p)(x;λ?
k). (3.36)

Thus, using the above in the left hand side of (3.35) together with (3.32a)

gives

∫ +∞

−∞

dλ

2π

φ(m)e−iλw

αm,m(λ)
= −i

N
∑

k=1

e−iλ?
k
x

α′

m,m(λ?
k)

l
∑

p=1

αm,p(λ
?
k)ψ

(p)(x;λ?
k)

= −i

N
∑

k=1

e−iλ?
k
x

α′

m,m(λ?
k)

l
∑

p=1

αm,p(λ
?
k)
(

epe
−iλ?

k
x +

∫ ∞

x

dsK(p)(x, s)e−iλ?
k
s
)

.

(3.37)

Using the above in (3.35) gives the GLME for the m-th kernel K(m):

K(m)(x, w) +

l
∑

p=1

epFp(x+ w) +

l
∑

p=1

∫ ∞

x

dsK(p)(x, s)Fp(w + s) = 0 (3.38)
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where,

Fp(x+ s) = i

N
∑

k=1

C(k)
m,pe

−iλ?
k
(x+s) +

∫ +∞

−∞

dλ

2π

αm,p(λ)

αm,m(λ)
e−iλ(x+s) (3.39)

with

C(k)
m,p =

αm,p(λ
?
k)||x|→∞

α′

m,m(λ?
k)

(3.40)

In a similar manner, the integral GLME equations for the other kernels

K(p), p = 1, 2, . . . , l, derived from (3.31a) and (3.32) is

K(p)(x, w) − emF
?
p (x + w) −

∫ ∞

x

dsK(m)(x, s)F ?
p (w + s) = 0 (3.41)

Equations (3.38) and (3.41) are the set of generalised Gel’fand-Levitan-

Marchenko equations. Using (3.33) in these equations the GLME equation

for the p-th component of K(m) can be derived.

K(m)
p (x, w)+Fp(x+w)+

l
∑

j=1

∫ ∞

x

dvK(m)
p (x, v)

∫ ∞

x

dsFj(s+w)F ?
j (s+v) = 0

(3.42)

Using the GLME, the dynamical fields can be built back from the scat-

tering data. In order to calculate the fields at a later time (t > 0), the time

evolved scattering data is used.

3.5 Time Evolution of the Scattering Data

3.5.1 CNLS Case:

For calculating the time evolution of the scattering data (3.24) of the CNLS

equation, the second Lax equation (3.17b) at x→ ±∞ is considered.

Ψ(x, t;λ)t = −2iλ2Σ (3.43)

Using the asymptotic solutions with (3.24) yield the time evolution of the

scattering data.

αi,i(λ; t) =αi,i(λ; 0) i = 1, 2, . . . , (n+ 1) (3.44a)

α?
p,n+1(λ; t) =αn+1,p(λ; t) = αn+1,p(λ; 0)e4iλ2t (3.44b)

C(k)
n+1,p(λ

?
k; t) =C(k)

n+1,p(λ
?
k; 0)e4iλ?2

k
t (3.44c)
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where p = 1, 2, . . . , n.

3.5.2 Coupled Hirota Case:

Similarly for the coupled Hirota equation, the second Lax equation (3.17b)

at x → ±∞ yields

Ψ(x, t;λ)t = −i(2λ2 + 4ελ3)Σ (3.45)

And using (3.24) the time evolution of the scattering data can be calculated

αi,i(λ; t) =αi,i(λ; 0) i = 1, 2, . . . , (n+ 1) (3.46a)

α?
p,n+1(λ; t) =αn+1,p(λ; t) = αn+1,p(λ; 0)ei(4λ2+8ελ3)t (3.46b)

C(k)
n+1,p(λ

?
k; t) =C(k)

n+1,p(λ
?
k; 0)ei(4λ?2

k
+8ελ?3

k
)t (3.46c)

with p = 1, 2, . . . , n.

3.5.3 CCmKdV Case:

For the CCmKdV equation, the second Lax equation at |x̄| → ∞ gives

Ψ(x̄, t̄;λ)t̄ = −4iελ3Σ̄ (3.47)

and the time evolution of the scattering data are

αi,i(λ; t̄) =αi,i(λ; 0) i = 1, 2, . . . , (2n+ 1) (3.48a)

α?
p,2n+1(λ; t̄) =α2n+1,p(λ; t̄) = α2n+1,p(λ; 0)e8iελ3 t̄ (3.48b)

C(k)
2n+1,p(λ

?
k; t) =C

(k)
2n+1,p(λ

?
k; 0)e8iελ?3

k
t̄ (3.48c)

with p = 1, 2, . . . , 2n.

3.6 N Soliton Solutions

By using (3.32b) in (3.17b) a relation between the dynamical fields and the

kernels can be found out. This is given as

qi(x, t) = −2 K
(m)
i (x, x), i = 1, 2, . . . , l. (3.49)
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Thus solving the GLME (3.42) for the kernel K
(m)
i using time evolved scat-

tering data and using (3.49), the time evolution of the dynamical fields can

be found out. In equation (3.49), besides using the convention mentioned in

(♠), ui(x̄, t̄) in the CCmKdV case has been replaced by qi(x, t).

As in the case of solitons, if the dynamical fields act as the scattering

potential in the scattering equation (3.17a), then these potential have the

characteristics of being reflectionless and αm,i’s of the scattering data are

zeros. Consequently, for solitons

Fp(x + s) = i

N
∑

k=1

C(k)
m,pe

−iλ?
k
(x+s) (3.50)

3.6.1 CNLS Case:

Imposing the time dependance for the CNLS equation (3.44c) in above gives

Fp(x+ s) = i

N
∑

k=1

C(k)
n+1,p(λ

?
k; 0)e−iλ?

k
(x+s)+4iλ?2

k
t (3.51)

To solve the GLME (3.42) for the p-th component of the kernel K
(m)
p , the

following trial solution is considered

K(n+1)
p (x, s) =

N
∑

k=1

Lp,k(x, t)e
−iλ?

k
s (3.52)

Using the above trial solution with (3.51) in (3.42) together with the condi-

tion s = x imposed from the point of (3.49) gives n algebraic equations.

N
∑

k=1

Lp,k(x, t)e
−iλ?

k
x + i

N
∑

k=1

C(k)
n+1,p(0)e−2iλ?

k
x+4iλ?2

k
t

−
N
∑

i,j,k=1

n
∑

l=1

Lp,je
−iλ?

k
x

(λj − λ?
k)(λj − λ?

i )
C(k)

n+1,l(0)C(j)?
n+1,l(0)

× ei(2λj−λ?
i −λ?

k
)xe4i(λ?2

k
−λ2

j )t = 0 (3.53)

Finally, the NSS for each component of the dynamical field can be expressed

as

qi(x, t) = 2
N
∑

j=1

(BC−1)ije
−iλ?

j x (3.54)
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Here, B and C are n×N and N ×N matrices respectively. Their elements

are

(B)ij = iC(j)
n+1,i(0)e−iλ?

j x+4iλ?2
j t (3.55)

and

(C)ij =
N
∑

k=1

κk,j

Λk,iΛk,j

e−i(λ?
i +λ?

j−2λk)x−4i(λ2
k
−λ?2

j )t + δij (3.56)

In the above expresions we have used,

κk,j =

n
∑

l=1

C(k)?
n+1,l(0)C(j)

n+1,l(0), (3.57)

Λk,j = i(λk − λ?
j) (3.58)

3.6.2 Coupled Hirota Case:

For the Coupled Hirota equation (3.5b), the time dependance (3.46c) reduces

(3.50) to the form

Fi(x+ s) = i

N
∑

k=1

C(k)
n+1,i(λ

?
k; 0)e−iλ?

k
(x+s)+i(4λ2

k
+8ελ3

k
)t (3.59)

Following in an identical manner we arrive at the NSS for the coupled Hirota

equation expressed by (3.54), but the n×N matrix B, has elements

(B)ij = iC(j)
n+1,i(0)e−iλ?

j x+4iλ?2
j t+8iελ?3

j t (3.60)

and the N ×N matrix C, has elements

(C)ij =
N
∑

k=1

κk,j

Λk,iΛk,j

e−i(λ?
i +λ?

j−2λk)x−4i(λ2
k
−λ?2

j +2ελ3
k
−2ελ?3

j )t + δij (3.61)

3.6.3 CCmKdV Case:

For the CCmKdV equation (3.14), the time dependance (3.48c) reduces

(3.50) to the form

Fi(x̄ + s) = i

N
∑

k=1

C(k)
n+1,i(λ; 0)e−iλ?

k
(x̄+s)+8iελ3

k
t̄ (3.62)
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The p-th component of the GLME equation for the (2n+1)-th kernel K(2n+1)

(3.42) is

K(2n+1)
p (x̄, w)+Fp(x̄+w)+

2n
∑

j=1

∫ ∞

x̄

dvK(2n+1)
p (x̄, v)

∫ ∞

x̄

dsFj(s+w)F ?
j (s+v) = 0

(3.63)

The Lax pair for the CCmKdV equation (3.15) controls the structure of its

scattering data (3.24) and this in turn controls the values of C (k)
n+1,i(λ, 0)’s and

α
′

n+1,n+1(λ
?
k)’s. Thus structure of the Lax pairs for the CCmKdV allows the

following simplification in (3.62).

For j = 1, 2, . . . , n⇒ Fj(s+ w)F ?
j (s+ v) = Fj(s+ w)F ?

j (s+ v)

(3.64a)

For j = n+ 1, n+ 2, . . . , 2n⇒ Fj(s+ w)F ?
j (s+ v) = F ?

j (s+ w)Fj(s+ v)

(3.64b)

Thus the integral part of (3.63) becomes

n
∑

j=1

∫ ∞

x̄

dvK(2n+1)
p (x̄, v)

∫ ∞

x̄

ds
[

Fj(s+ w)F ?
j (s+ v) + F ?

j (s+ w)Fj(s+ v)
]

(3.65)

Considering a trial solution of the form

K
(n+1)
i (x̄, s) =

N
∑

k=1

(

Li,k(x̄, t̄)e
−iλ?

k
s + Mi,k(x̄, t̄)e

iλks
)

(3.66)

the NSS for the CCmKdV found out to be

qi(x̄, t̄) = 2

N
∑

j=1

[

(

BD(CD + CD)−1
)

ij
e−iλ?

j x

+
(

BC(CD + CD)−1
)

ij
eiλ

?
j x
]

(3.67)
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The elements of the matrices B, C, D, C, D are given below.

(B)i,j = iC(j)
2n+1,i(0)e−iλ?

k
x+8iελ?3

k
t (3.68)

(C)l,k =

N
∑

j=1

κj,k

Λj,kΛj,l

ei(2λj−λ?
k
−λ?

l
)x+8iε(λ3

j−λ?3
k

)t + δl,k (3.69)

(D)l,k =
N
∑

j=1

κj,k

Λj,k(λj + λl)
ei(2λj−λ?

k
+λl)x+8iε(λ3

j−λ?3
k

)t + δl,k (3.70)

(C)l,k = Complex Conjugate{(D)l,k} (3.71)

(D)l,k = Complex Conjugate{(C)l,k} (3.72)

B is a n×N matrix while the matrices C, D, C, D are N ×N .

On using the transformation (3.13), one may get the explicit NSS for the

CSS equation (3.5c).

3.7 Summary

In this chapter, the N soliton solutions for the coupled nonlinear Schrödinger

equation, the coupled higher order nonlinear Schrödinger equation of the Hi-

rota type and the coupled higher order nonlinear Schrödinger equation of the

Sasa-Satsuma type for an arbitrary n-couplings has been derived. At present,

the couplings with n = 2 describe the propagation of two mutually perpen-

dicular polarised fields. For the CNLS this is called as the Manakov system,

while the 2-coupled Hirota and the 2-coupled Sasa-Satsuma equations are ex-

tensions of the Manakov system to include the higher order effects asociated

with higher bitrate propagation by ultrashort optical pulses. Besides, being

important from the theory of integrable models, the n-coupled NSS may find

its application in some form of “multimode” propagation of optical solitons.

The NSS developed in this chapter is examined in detail in the next

chapter.
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Chapter 4

Soliton Solutions

4.1 Introduction

The N soliton solutions (3.54, 3.67) of the three dynamical systems that were

derived in the previous chapter is compact and contains all the information

about the propagating solitons of these dynamical systems. In order to bring

out all the information given by these equations, they are being studied in

detail in this chapter. The basic one soliton solution (1SS) is taken up first

so that the fundamental features of solitons are projected. The two soliton

solution (2SS) is the next level of sophistication and represents the simplest

form of compound solitons. It is studied next. The next level of complexity

is the three soliton solutions (3SS). All these studies are an intermediate step

to the asymptotic study of the compound solitons. The 3SS study carries

on to the restructuring of the NSS (3.54) necessary for the asymptotic study

of the same. The asymptotic study is the path to bring out the nature of

soliton collisions.

4.2 One Soliton Solution

4.2.1 CNLS Case:

For ease of algebraic manipulation the following parameter is introduced.

ηi(x, t) = 2iλix− 4iλ2
i t− i

π

2
(4.1)

43
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Then the elements of matrix B from (3.55) and the elements of matrix C

from (3.56) are respectively

(B)ij = C(j)
n+1,i(0)eη?

j (x,t)+iλ?
j x (4.2)

(C)ij =

N
∑

k=1

κk,j

Λk,iΛk,j

eη?
j +ηk−i(λ?

i −λ?
j )x + δij (4.3)

The 1SS for CNLS (3.5a) can be obtained by assigning N = 1 in (3.54).

qi(x, t) = 2(B C−1)i,1e
−iλ?

1x i = 1, 2, . . . , n. (4.4)

Here, B is a column matrix of dimension n × 1 while matrix C has been

reduced to a scalar. Thus,

qi(x, t) = C(1)
n+1,ie

−
∆1

1
2 sech

(

η1R
+

∆1
1

2

)

e−iη1I (4.5)

where,

η1R
= −2λ1I

x + 8λ1R
λ1I

t (4.6a)

η1I
= 2λ1R

x+ 4(λ2
1I
− λ2

1R
)t− π

2
(4.6b)

are the real and imaginary parts of η1(x, t) respectively, λi is expressed in its

real and imaginary parts as

λi = λiR + iλiI (4.7)

and

e∆1
1 =

κ1,1

Λ2
1,1

(4.8)

with

κ1,1 =

n
∑

i=1

|C(1)
n+1,i|2 (4.9)

The Λ1,1 parameter in (4.8) is given in (3.58). Equation (4.5) describes the

complex wave envelope function for the one soliton of the CNLS system

described by(3.5a). The actual wave envelope is the absolute of(4.5).

|qi(x, t)| = |C(1)
n+1,i|e−

∆1
1

2 sech
(

η1R
+

∆1
1

2

)

(4.10)
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Considering x and t to represent the position and time coordinates, from the

above expression, it is seen that the 1SS has the following characteristics.

Amplitude → A(1)
i = |C(1)

n+1,i|e−
∆1

1
2 (4.11a)

Width → Γ(1) = 2λ1I
(4.11b)

Group Velocity → v(1)
g = 4λ1R

(4.11c)

Inital Phase → Φ(1) =
∆1

1

4λ1I

(4.11d)

The set of expressions (4.11) gives the dependance of the various features of

the 1SS on the input variables (C(1)
n+1,i, λ1). As these variables are complex,

2n + 2 independent variables describe the behavior on a n-component 1SS

completely. From (4.11a) it is evident that C(1)
n+1,i = 0 reduces that particu-

lar component of the solitons nonexistent. On the other hand, (4.11c) and

(4.11b) respectively requires λ1R
and λ1I

to be nonzero. Thus, the 2n+2 inde-

pendent variables are necessary and sufficient for describing the n-component

1SS. Equations (4.11b) or (4.11d) restrict λ1I
to have positive values only.

Form (4.11d), the condition for the 1SS to have zero initial phase is

n
∑

i=1

C(1)?
n+1,iC

(1)
n+1,i = 4λ2

1I
. (4.12)

It can also been from equations (4.11) that the different components of the

1SS may differ form each other in terms of their amplitude only, all the other

features — group velocity, pulse width and inital phase remain the same for

all the components of the soliton.

Finally, the trajectory of the central maxima of the 1SS pulse is given by

t =
1

4λ1R

x− ∆1
1

16λ1R
λ1I

. (4.13)

Form this equation (4.13), it is evident that, a positive group velocity, v
(1)
g >

0, requires the 1SS maxima to be located at −∞ when t → −∞ and move

to +∞ when t → +∞. On the other hand, a soliton with a negative v
(1)
g

moves from +∞ at t→ −∞, to −∞ when t→ +∞.
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4.2.2 Coupled Hirota Case:

The NSS for the CHNLS of the Hirota type (3.5b) is described by (3.54) with

the matrices B and C defined by equations (3.60) and (3.61) respectively,

and by defining

ηi(x, t) = 2iλix− 4i(λ2
i + 2ελ3

i )t− i
π

2
, (4.14)

such that its real and imaginary parts are respectively

η1R
= −2λ1I

x+ 8(λ1R
λ1I

+ 3ελ2
1R
λ1I

− ελ3
1I

)t (4.15a)

η1I
= 2λ1R

x + 4(λ2
1I
− λ2

1R
+ 6ελ1R

λ2
1I
− 2ελ3

1R
)t− π

2
(4.15b)

the 1SS for the coupled Hirota equation (3.5b) is given by the structure

of (4.5). Similarly, with the redefined parameters (4.15a) and (4.15b), the

actual wave envelope is given by (4.10). Thus, the characteristics of the 1SS

for the coupled Hirota system are

Amplitude → A(1)
i = |C(1)

n+1,i|e−
∆1

1
2 (4.16a)

Width → Γ(1) = 2λ1I
(4.16b)

Group Velocity → v(1)
g = 4[λ1R

+ 3ε(λ2
1R

− λ2
1I

)] (4.16c)

Inital Phase → Φ(1) =
∆1

1

4λ1I

(4.16d)

From (4.16) and (4.11) it is seen that for the same input variables, the CNLS

and the coupled Hirota system would exhibit one solitons of the same am-

plitude, width and initial phase. They would be differing only in their group

velocities. Consequently, the trajectory of the central maxima of the coupled

Hirota one solitons is given by

t =
1

4[λ1R
+ 3ε(λ2

1R
− λ2

1I
)]
x− ∆1

1

16λ1I
[λ1R

+ 3ε(λ2
1R

− λ2
1I

)]
. (4.17)

Unlike the CNLS one solitons, from (4.16) it can be seen that λ1R
may be

zero for the coupled Hirota solitons. Thus 2n + 2 independent variables are

sufficient to describe the motion of these one solitons, however the solitons

can exist even with 2n + 1 variables. The condition for zero initial phase
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(4.12) remain the same as that for the CNLS one solitons. The asymptotic

aspects of the one soliton belonging to the coupled Hirota system remain the

same with the CNLS system.

For both the cases of the CNLS and the coupled Hirota system (4.5) or

(4.10) describe the behavior of each component of the 1SS. The sum of these

components describe the 1SS as a whole and is given by

|q(x, t)| = (qi(x, t)q
?
i (x, t))

1
2

= κ1,1e
−

∆1
1

2 sech
(

η1R
+

∆1
1

2

) (4.18)

and its amplitude is,

A(x, t) = 2λ1I

√
κ1,1. (4.19)

The other features of the 1SS remains the same as its components

4.3 Two Soliton Solution

The two soliton solution (2SS) for the CNLS system (3.5a) and the CHNLS

system of the Hirota type (3.5b) are derived from (3.54) by putting N = 2

in this equation. Under such circumstances B and C are 2 × N and 2 × 2

matrices respectively. The explicit form of the 2SS for these two dynamical

systems is,

qi(x, t) =

2

2
∑

j=1

(

C(j)
n+1,ie

η?
j + e

η?
1+η?

2+ηj+∆̃1,2
i,j

)

1 +
2
∑

j,k=1

eη?
j +ηk+∆j

k + eη1+η?
1+η2+η?

2+∆1,2
1,2

(4.20)

Here,

e∆̃1,2
i,j =

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

C(1)
n+1,i C(2)

n+1,i

κj,1

Λj,1

κj,2

Λj,2

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

·

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

1 1

1
Λj,1

1
Λj,2

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

(4.21)

e∆j
k =

κk,j

Λ2
k,j

(4.22)

e∆1,2
1,2 =

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

κ1,1

Λ1,1

κ1,2

Λ1,2

κ2,1

Λ2,1

κ2,2

Λ2,2

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

·

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

1
Λ1,1

1
Λ1,1

1
Λ2,1

1
Λ2,2

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

(4.23)
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The parameters κi,j and Λi,j appearing in the above expressions are de-

fined in equations (3.57) and (3.58) respectively. In order to describe the

n-component two solitons solutions of the CNLS system by (4.20),

ηi(x, t) = 2iλix− 4iλ2
i t− i

π

2
(4.24a)

ηiR(x, t) = −2λiIx + 8λ1R
λiI t (4.24b)

ηiI (x, t) = 2λiRx + 4(λ2
iI
− λ2

iR
)t− π

2
(4.24c)

where i = 1, 2. On the other hand, if

ηi(x, t) = 2iλix− 4i(λ2
i + 2ελ3

i )t− i
π

2
, (4.25a)

ηiR(x, t) = −2λiIx + 8(λiRλiI + 3ελ2
iR
λiI − ελ3

iI
)t (4.25b)

ηiI (x, t) = 2λiRx+ 4(λ2
iI
− λ2

iR
+ 6ελiRλ

2
iI
− 2ελ3

iR
)t− π

2
(4.25c)

with i = 1, 2, then (4.20) describes the 2SS of the coupled Hirota system.

The 2SS of the system are completely defined by 4(n + 1) independent

variables. The 2SS denotes two peaked pulses, with the two peaks moving

independently in a nature similar to figure (2.3) but with n-components.

Another way to percive the 2SS is as an interaction of two one-solitons. Thus

2SS denotes the next level of complexity after 1SS and further investigation

of all these characteristics of the 2SS will be done in the next chapter.

4.4 Three Soliton Solution

By putting N = 3 in (3.54), one arrives at the three soliton solutions for the

CNLS system (3.5a) and the CHNLS system of the Hirota type (3.5b).

qi(x, t) =

2
3
∑

j=1

C(j)
n+1,ie

η?
j +

3
∑

j,k,l=1

e
η?

j +η?
k
+ηl+∆̃j,k

i,l +
3
∑

j,k=1

e
η?
1+η?

2+η?
3+ηj+ηk+∆̃1,2,3

i,j,k

1 +
3
∑

j,k=1

eη?
j +ηk+∆j

k +
1

4

3
∑

j,k,l,m=1

e
η?

j +η?
k
+ηl+ηm+∆j,k

l,m + eη1+η?
1+η2+η?

2+η3+η?
3+∆1,2,3

1,2,3

(4.26)
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The new parameters appearing in this expressions for the three soliton solu-

tion are defined as

e
∆̃j,k

i,l =

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

C(j)
n+1,i C(k)

n+1,i

κl,j

Λl,j

κl,k

Λl,k

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

·

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

1 1

1
Λl,j

1
Λl,k

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

(4.27)

e
∆̃1,2,3

i,j,k =

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

C(1)
n+1,i C(2)

n+1,i C(3)
n+1,i

κj,1

Λj,1

κj,2

Λj,2

κj,3

Λj,3

κk,1

Λk,1

κk,2

Λk,2

κk,3

Λk,3

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

·

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

1 1 1

1
Λj,1

1
Λj,2

1
Λj,3

1
Λk,1

1
Λk,2

1
Λk,3

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

(4.28)

e
∆j,k

l,m =

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

κj,l

Λj,l

κk,l

Λk,l

κj,m

Λj,m

κk,m

Λk,m

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

·

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

1
Λj,l

1
Λk,l

1
Λj,m

1
Λk,m

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

(4.29)

e∆1,2,3
1,2,3 =

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

κ1,1

Λ1,1

κ1,2

Λ1,2

κ1,3

Λ1,3

κ2,1

Λ2,1

κ2,2

Λ2,2

κ2,3

Λ2,3

κ3,1

Λ3,1

κ3,2

Λ3,2

κ3,3

Λ3,3

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

·

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

1
Λ1,1

1
Λ1,2

1
Λ1,3

1
Λ2,1

1
Λ2,2

1
Λ2,3

1
Λ3,1

1
Λ3,2

1
Λ3,3

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

(4.30)

For the equation (4.26) to represent the 3SS for the CNLS system (3.5a),

ηi(x, t), ηiR(x, t) and ηiI (x, t) are defined by the equation set (4.24). On

the other hand, ηi(x, t), ηiR(x, t) and ηiI (x, t) defined by the equation set

(4.25) cause (4.26) to define the 3SS belonging to the CHNLS system of the

Hirota type (3.5b). A total of 6(n + 1) independent parameters define the

3SS completely. The 3SS can represent three moving solitonic pulses and can

also be interpreted as the interaction of three one-solitons.

4.5 N Soliton Solution

Proceeding in a manner similar to the development of the explicit expressions

for the 1SS, 2SS and 3SS, the NSS given by (3.54) can be rewritten as

qi(x, t) = 2
N

D
(4.31)
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where,

N =
N
∑

a1=1

eη?
a1

+∆̃
a1
i +

1

2!1!

N
∑

a1 ,a2,
b2=1

e
η?

a1
+η?

a2
+ηb2

+∆̃
a1,a2
i,b2

+
1

3!2!

N
∑

a1,a2,a3,
b2,b3=1

e
η?

a1
+η?

a2
+η?

a3
+ηb2

+ηb3
+∆̃

a1,a2,a3
i,b2,b3

+ . . .

+
1

(N − 1)!(N − 2)!

N
∑

a1,a2,...aN−1 ,
b2,b3,...bN−1=1

e
η?

a1
+η?

a2
+...+η?

aN−1
+ηb2

+ηb3
+...+ηbN−1

× e
∆̃

a1,a2,...aN−1
i,b2,b3,...bN−1

+
1

(N − 1)!

N
∑

b2,b3,...bN =1

e
η?
1+η?

2+...+η?
N

+ηb2
+ηb3

+...+ηbN
+∆̃1,2,3,...,N

i,b2,b3,...bN

(4.32a)

and,

D = 1 +

N
∑

a1,b1=1

e
η?

a1
+ηb1

+∆
a1
b1

+
1

2!2

N
∑

a1,a2,
b1,b2=1

e
η?

a1
+η?

a2
+ηb1

+ηb2
+∆

a1,a2
b1,b2

+ . . .

+
1

(N − 1)!2

N
∑

a1,...aN−1,
b1,...bN−1=1

e
η?

a1
+...η?

aN−1
+ηb1

+...+ηbN−1
+∆

a1,a2,...aN−1
b1,b2,...bN−1

+ eη1+η?
1+η2+η?

2+...ηN +η?
N

+∆1,2,...,N
1,2,...,N

(4.32b)

with,

e
∆̃

a1,a2,...,aN
i,b2,b3,...,bN =

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

C(a1)
n+1,i C(a2)

n+1,i . . . C(aN )
n+1,i

κb2,a1

λb2,a1

κb2,a2

λb2,a2
. . .

κb2,aN

λb2,aN

...
...

...
...

κbN ,a1

λbN ,a1

κbN ,a2

λbN ,a2
. . .

κbN ,aN

λbN ,aN

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

·

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

1 1 . . . 1
1

λb2,a1

1
λb2,a2

. . . 1
λb2,aN

...
...

...
...

1
λbN ,a1

1
λbN ,a2

. . . 1
λbN ,aN

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

(4.33a)
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e
∆

a1,a2,...,aN
b1,b2,...,bN =
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∣

∣

∣
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. . .
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∣

∣
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∣
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∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣
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(4.33b)

The factorials appearing before the summations in (4.32) denote the degen-

eracy factor. The n-component NSS is completely defined by 2N(n + 1)

independent variables (C(j)
n+1,i;λi) and represents N n-component one-solitons

interacting with each other. For the NSS to represent the CNLS solitons,

(4.1) is used in (4.31), and on the other hand (4.14) is used in (4.31) to

represent the CHNLS solitons of the Hirota type.

4.6 Summary

In this chapter the explicit forms of the 1SS, 2SS and 3SS for the CNLS and

the coupled Hirota systems have been developed. From the expression for

the 1SS, the characteristic features of these solitons have been highlighted.

The expression for the NSS has also been restructured. All these expresions

have been developed to assist in the study of soliton collisions through their

asymptotic analysis. Such a study is carried out in the subsequent chapter.

It appears that, for the same input parameters, the 1SS for the CNLS

and coupled Hirota systems exhibit many similar features. Only their group

velocities differ. Thus for the same input conditions, the solitons of fem-

tosecond width move with a diferent speed as compared to the solitons with

picosecond width. This difference of group velocities inbetween these two

coupled system has surfaced from the different time evolutions of the scat-

tering data, which has its source in the Lax operators [Chapter 3] and hence

to the inclusion of the higher order effects in the CHNLS system. This is so

because the pattern of the Lax pair is dependent on the dynamical system

it describes.
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Chapter 5

Collisions of Solitons

5.1 Introduction

The one soliton solutions represent a single solitonic pulse. The two and

higher soliton solutions represent two or more solitonic pulses. These higher

solitonic solutions can also be interpreted as the interaction of one-solitons.

Asymptotically, or whenever the seperation of the solitons in these higher soli-

ton solutions are large enough, the individual traits of each soliton becomes

apparent. By asymptotically studying the nature of the soliton solutions,

one can observe the behavior of the soliton interactions. In this chapter, the

study of soliton collisions are carried out using such asymptotic analysis of

the soliton solutions.

The study of soliton collisions for the scalar systems was first carried by

Zakharov et.al [75]. Later, interesting results regarding the collisions of two

solitons for the 2-coupled or 2-component CNLS system were presented by

Radhakrishnan et.al [85].

In Zakharov’s work it was established that scalar solitons interact with

each other elastically. The only signature that an interaction has occured

was a phase jump undergone by a soliton during the interaction with the

other soliton. Such a phase jump occurs to each soliton partaking in the

interaction.

In the work of Radhakrishnan et.al., it was found that, for coupled sys-

tems each component of the soliton may interact in an inelastic manner. The

53
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missing energy is transferred to the other components of the soliton and the

net energy of the total soliton i.e., sum of the energies of the components

remains conserved. Therefore, these interesting results of coupled systems is

also in agreement with the result for scalar systems. The energy exchange

inbetween the components of a multicomponent soliton during its collision

with another soliton was experimentally studied in [92].

This chapter commences with the development of a scaling that results in

a change of the initial phase of the 1SS without affecting any of the other fea-

tures of the soliton. After that, the simplest form of soliton collisions — the

interaction of two solitons is presented. This is followed by the development

of three soliton collisions, which can also be considered as the simplest form

of collisions of any N solitons. This is due to the fact that the sequence of the

collisions ofN soliton collisions, cannot be studied from two soliton collisions.

This is followed by the extension to the development of N soliton collisions.

The studies presented in this chapter has been developed for the CNLS sys-

tem and the CHNLS system of the Hirota type for fields with n-components.

Reduction of the expressions for n = 2 describes the Manakov system and its

extension to include higher order effects respectively. It should also be noted

that an interchange of the time and position coordinates is present between

the Manakov system and the dynamical systems presented here.

5.2 Exclusive Phase Change in 1SS

The nature of 1SS defined in (4.5) is controlled by 2(n+1) input parameters

comprising of (C(1)
n+1,i, λ1) where i = 1, 2, . . . , n. Any change in any of the

n C(1)
n+1,i’s would cause a change in the amplitude and initial phase of the

one-soliton, but the width and group velocity would remain unaffected. This

is evident for the set of equations (4.11) and (4.16) for the CNLS (3.5a) and

the coupled Hirota systems (3.5b) respectively. But if all the components

the complex parameter C(1)
n+1,i are scaled by any real parameter γ > 0, i.e.

C(1)
n+1,i −→ C(1)′

n+1,i = γ C(1)
n+1,i, (5.1)
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then

κ1,1 −→ κ1′,1′ = γ2 κ1,1; e
∆1

1
2 −→ e

∆1′

1′
2 = γ e

∆1
1

2 (5.2)

and

C(1)
n+1,ie

−
∆1

1
2 −→ C(1)′

n+1,ie
−

∆1′

1′
2 = C(1)

n+1,ie
−

∆1
1

2 (5.3)

Thus the amplitude of the 1SS (4.11a) or (4.16a) remain invarient under such

a γ-scaling. The initial phase Φ(1) is the only characteristic of the soliton that

undergoes change. Thus (5.1) causes a soliton to undergo a phase change

only. From (4.11d) or (4.16d), the phase change undergone by the soliton is

Φ(1) −→ Φ(1)′ = Φ(1) +
ln γ

2λ1I

(5.4)

This feature is graphically depicted in figures (Fig:5.1 and Fig:5.2) as a

shift of the ‘transformed’ soliton S1′ in the (x, t) diagram relative to the

original soliton, S(1). The two one-solitons are identical except for a relative

phase difference δΦ(1) = ln γ

2λ1I

. Figure (Fig:5.1) depicts a 2-component CNLS

system and figure (Fig:5.2) depicts a 2-component coupled Hirota system.

This observation is useful for showing the elastic and inelastic nature of

soliton collisions.

5.3 Asymptotic Nature of the Two Soliton

Solution

The two pulses in the 2SS can be interpreted as the interaction of two

one-solitons S(1) and S(2), characterised by the parameters, (C(1)
n+1,i, λ1) and

(C(2)
n+1,i, λ2). Their n-component fields are respectively

q
(1)
i (x, t) = C(1)

n+1,ie
−

∆1
1

2 sech
(

η1R
+

∆1
1

2

)

e−iη1I (5.5a)

and

q
(2)
i (x, t) = C(2)

n+1,ie
−

∆2
2

2 sech
(

η2R
+

∆2
2

2

)

e−iη2I (5.5b)

where, i = 1, 2, . . . , n. From (4.5) or (4.10) it is seen that the sech
(

η1R
+

∆1
1

2

)

term controls the envelope profile of the one-soliton represented by (C (1)
n+1,i, λ1)
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Figure 5.1: Effect of C(1)
3,i → C(1)′

3,i = γ C(1)
3,i in 1SS for C(1)

3,1 = C(1)
3,2 = 10−3, γ =

106, λ1 = 0.1 + i, δΦ(1) ≈ 6.9 in a 2-coupled CNLS.

i.e., η1R
+

∆1
1

2
= 0, locates the position of the central maxima for any (x, t).

On the other hand if, η1R
+

∆1
1

2
→ ±∞ ⇒ sech

(

η1R
+

∆1
1

2

)

→ 0 and (x, t)

represents a position away from the soliton’s central maxima, or where the

soliton is absent. Thus the points away from the soliton will be represented

by

η1R
(x, t) → ±∞ (5.6)

and depending on the signs of λ1R
and λ1I

they represent points at the

asymptototes (x→ ±∞, t→ ±∞). A similar argument holds for S(2) with

η2R
(x, t) → ±∞ (5.7)

representing the asymptotic regions where S(2) is absent. Again, at a time t,

the two one-solitons of the 2SS, represented by (5.5) for the CNLS system
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Figure 5.2: Effect of C(1)
3,i → C(1)′

3,i = γ C(1)
3,i in 1SS for C(1)

3,1 = C(1)
3,2 =

10−3, γ = 106, λ1 = 0.1 + i, δΦ(1) ≈ 6.9 in a 2-coupled CHNLS of the Hi-
rota type. Note: The solitons in this figure differ from those of

fig:5.1 only in respect to their group velocities.

(3.5a) have their central maxima located at x1 and x2 such that,

η1R
(x1, t) +

∆1
1

2
= −2λ1I

x1 + 8λ1R
λ1I

t+
∆1

1

2
= 0 (5.8a)

η2R
(x2, t) +

∆2
2

2
= −2λ2I

x2 + 8λ2R
λ2I

t+
∆2

2

2
= 0 (5.8b)

From the above equations, the seperation of the peaks at time t is

δx = x1 − x2 = 4(λ1R
− λ2R

)t+
1

4

(

∆1
1

λ1I

− ∆2
2

λ2I

)

(5.9)

Thus initially or finally i.e., at t→ ±∞ the seperation of the two peaks |δx|
is also infinite. Besides, the two solitons will meet, or the point of intersection

of their paths based on their initial conditions at a time,

t =
1

16

(

∆2
2

λ2I

− ∆1
1

λ1I

)

1

λ1R
− λ2R

(5.10)
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Similarly, the seperation of the two peaks of the one-solitons in 2SS for the

CHNLS system of the Hirota type is given by

δx = 4[λ1R
− λ2R

+ 3ε(λ2
1R

− λ2
2R

− λ2
1I

+ λ2
2I

)]t +
1

4

(

∆1
1

λ1I

− ∆2
2

λ2I

)

(5.11)

and the point of intersection is

t =
1

16

(

∆2
2

λ2I

− ∆1
1

λ1I

)

1

λ1R
− λ2R

+ 3ε(λ2
1R

− λ2
2R

− λ2
1I

+ λ2
2I

)
(5.12)

The asymptotic behavior of the 2SS is utilised in the study of the inter-

action of two one-soliton in the next section.

5.4 Collision of Two Solitons

The presence of the terms ∆1
1, ∆2

2, ∆̃1,2
i,1 , ∆̃1,2

i,2 and ∆1,2
1,2, in the expression for

the 2SS (4.20) ensure nontrivial interaction between the two one-solitons in

2SS.

Considering η2R
→ −∞ in the 2SS (4.20) it reduces to (5.5a), the one-

soliton S(1) for (C(1)
n+1,i, λ1) which moves with v

(1)
g . As it contain none of

the parameters fo the other soliton, it represents S(1) before its collision

with the other soliton. On the other hand, η1R
→ −∞ reduces the 2SS to

(5.5b) representing the other one-soliton S(2) described by the parameters

(C(2)
n+1,i, λ2) moving with with v

(2)
g . Again, as it doesnot contain the any of

the parameters of S(1) it represents the soliton S(2) before its collision with

S(1). The condition for a collision is represented by, v
(1)
g 6= v

(2)
g . For the CNLS

system, this reduces to,

λ1R
6= λ2R

(5.13)

which is in agreement with equations (5.10) or (5.9). The condition for a

collision to take place in the coupled Hirota solitons is

λ1R
+ 3ε(λ2

1R
− λ2

1I
) 6= λ2R

+ 3ε(λ2
2R

− λ2
2I

) (5.14)

which is in agreement with equations (5.12) or (5.11).
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On the other hand, the limit η2R
→ +∞ reduces the 2SS (4.20) to the

1SS for S(1) with a modified amplitude and phase.

q
(1)′

i (x, t) = C(1)′

n+1,ie
−

∆1′

1′
2 sech

(

η1R
+

∆1′

1′

2

)

e−iη1I (5.15)

The modified complex amplitude C(1)′

n+1,ie
−

∆1′

1′
2 and phase

∆1′

1′

4λ1I

are described

by a transformation of the C(1)
n+1,i parameter.

C(1)
n+1,i −→ C(1)′

n+1,i = e
∆̃1,2

i,2−∆2
2 (5.16)

with

∆1′

1′ = 2 ln
[κ1′,1′

λ2
1I

]

= ∆1,2
1,2 − ∆2

2 (5.17)

where,

κ1′,1′ =

n
∑

i=1

C(1)′?
n+1,i C

(1)′

n+1,i. (5.18)

The changes undergone by the soliton S(1) contains parameters of the soliton

S(2) and it can be considered to have interacted with S(2) nontrivially. How-

ever, the collision doesnot affect the group velocity and width of the soliton

as can be seen from (5.5b). The modified amplitude and phase of the soliton

are

A(1)′

i = |C(1)′

n+1,i|e−
∆1′

1′
2 = e∆̃1,2

i,2−
∆

1,2
1,2

+∆2
2

2 (5.19)

and

Φ(1)′ =
∆1′

′1

4λ1I

=
∆1,2

1,2 − ∆2
2

4λ1I

. (5.20)

In a similar manner, in the limit η1R
→ +∞ the 2SS represents soliton

S(2) after it had interacted with S(1) and is given as

q
(2)′

i (x, t) = C(2)′

n+1,ie
−

∆2′

2′
2 sech

(

η2R
+

∆2′

2′

2

)

e−iη12 (5.21)

where,

C(2)′

n+1,i = e
∆̃2,1

i,1−∆1
1 (5.22)

∆2′

2′ = 2 ln
[κ2′,2′

λ2
2I

]

= ∆1,2
1,2 − ∆1

1 (5.23)

κ2′,2′ =
n
∑

i=1

C(2)′?
n+1,i C

(2)′

n+1,i. (5.24)
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The modified amplitude and phase of S(2) after this interaction with S(1) are

A(2)′

i = |C(2)′

n+1,i|e−
∆2′

2′
2 = e∆̃1,2

i,1−
∆

1,2
1,2

+∆1
1

2 (5.25)

Φ(2)′ =
∆2′

2′

4λ2I

=
∆1,2

1,2 − ∆1
1

4λ2I

(5.26)

respectively.

As the velocities of S(1) and S(2) after their collisions with each other

remains unchanged, they continue to move in the same direction as before.

However, there is a shift in their trajectories due to their phase changes. This

shift is same for both the solitons as it can be seen from (5.20) and (5.26)

that

δΦ(1)′ = δΦ(2)′ = e∆1,2
1,2 (5.27)

where we have defined, δΦ(j)′ = Φ(j)′ − Φ(j) for j = 1, 2. The phase change

is the same for all the components while the amplitude change may be dif-

ferent for different components. This is the inelastic collision of solitons at

component level.

In order to understand the inelastic scattering for multicomponent sys-

tems, C(1)′

n+1,i from (5.16) is written as

C(1)′

n+1,i = e
∆̃1,2

i,2−∆2
2−∆̃1

i C(1)
n+1,i = γ

(1)
i C(1)

n+1,i (5.28)

where,

γ
(1)
i = e∆̃1,2

i,2−∆2
2−∆̃1

i

and using C(1)
n+1,i = e∆̃1

i from (4.33a). In other words, after collision with

soliton S(2), C(1)
n+1,i of soliton S(1) undergoes a scale transformation by γ

(1)
i for

each of the i = 1, 2, . . . , n components, leaving λ1 unchanged. If γ
(1)
i for the

different components i = 1, 2, . . . , n are unequal, the C(1)
n+1,i’s for the different

components get scaled differently and consequently the amplitudes (4.11a)

and (4.16a) of the different components get scaled by different amounts lead-

ing to inelastic collisions at component level. The scaling (5.28) for the

soliton S(2) due to its interaction with S(1) is,

C(2)′

n+1,i = e∆̃2,1
i,1−∆1

1−∆̃2
i C(2)

n+1,i = γ
(2)
i C(2)

n+1,i (5.29)
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where,

γ
(2)
i = e

∆̃2,1
i,1−∆1

1−∆̃2
i

The condition for inelastic collision at component level for a collision of two

solitons is,

γ
(k)
i 6= γ

(k)
j , with i 6= j i, j = 1, 2, . . . , n; k = 1, 2. (5.30)

On the other hand if

γ
(k)
i = γ

(k)
j = γ, i, j = 1, 2, . . . , n; k = 1, 2. (5.31)

where γ > 0 is a real quantity, then (5.1) ensures that the collision will be

elastic for each of the components of the two solitons. In terms of the C (j)
n+1,i

parameters, the condition (5.31) reduces to

C(2)
n+1,1

C(1)
n+1,1

=
C(2)

n+1,2

C(1)
n+1,2

= · · · =
C(2)

n+1,n

C(1)
n+1,n

(5.32)

It can also be seen from (4.19), (5.2) and (5.29), that the absolute value for

the total soliton i.e., |q| =

n
∑

i=1

q?
i qi remains unchanged in inelastic collisions

too. Thus, exchange of energy among the components during inelastic col-

lision is only among the components of the same soliton and not from one

soliton to the other colliding soliton. In figure (Fig:5.3) the elastic colli-

sion for the Manakov system (with x-t interchanged) is graphically depicted.

Soliton S(1)(C(1)
3,1 = 1, C(1)

3,2 = 1, λ1 = 0.1 + i) is moving with group velocity

v
(1)
g = −0.4 and the phase shift undergone due to the collision with S(2) is

δΦ(1) = 0.39. Soliton S(2) (C(2)
3,1 = 1, C(2)

3,2 = 1, λ1 = −0.1 + i) moves with

v
(2)
g = 0.4 and undergoes a phase shift δΦ(2) = −0.39 due to its collision with

S(1). These phase shifts undergone by the solitons S(1) and S(2) during their

collision are shown in the contour plot of |q1|, |q2| in figure (Fig:5.4).

The inelastic scattering of the soliton components in CNLS is shown in

figure (Fig:5.5). Soliton S(1) is represented by C(1)
3,1 = C(1)

3,2 = 1, λ1 = 0.1 + i

while soliton S(2) is represented by C(2)
3,1 = 49(1−i), C(1)

3,2 = 1, λ2 = −0.1+i.

Thus, γ
(1)
1 = 1.034, γ

(1)
2 = 0.976, γ

(2)
1 = 0.0031, γ

(2)
2 = 1.9979, δΦ(1) =

0.39, δΦ(2) = −0.39. The corrosponding plot for the total magnitude of
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Figure 5.3: Elastic collisions of the soliton component for CNLS system with
n = 2 where C(1)

3,1 = C(1)
3,2 = C(2)

3,1 = C(2)
3,2 = 1, λ1 = 0.1 + i, λ2 = −0.1 + i.

Fig:a shows for the first components |q1| while fig:b are the fields for the
second component |q2|.

the soliton |q| is shown in figure (Fig:5.6). Altough it components undergo

inelastic collision, |q| undergoes elastic collision only. The elastic and in-

elastic collision of the components of the 2-coupled Hirota system, together

with their contour plots are depicted in figures (Fig:5.7, Fig:5.8, Fig:5.9,

Fig:5.10).

5.5 Collision of Three Solitons

To study the collision of three solitons, the following asymptotic limits of

(4.26) are considered.

ηjR
(x, t) → ±∞, j = 1, 2, 3. (5.33)

Before collision, asymptotically we have (i.e., when t→ −∞),

1. ηkR
(x, t), ηlR(x, t) → −∞, (j 6= k, j 6= l, k 6= l) ⇒ The three solution

solution (4.26) reduces to the i-th component of one-soliton S(j) defined
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Figure 5.4: Contour plot of Fig:5.3 for |q| showing the phase shift of solitons

undergoing elastic collisions for CNLS system with n = 2 where C (1)
3,1 = C(1)

3,2 =

C(2)
3,1 = C(2)

3,2 = 1, λ1 = 0.1 + i, λ2 = −0.1 + i. The phase shifts undergone by

the solitons S(1) and S(2) due to their collision with each other are δΦ(1) = 0.39
and δΦ(2) = −0.39 respectively.

by (C(j)
n+1,i, λj) i.e.,

q
(j)
i (x, t) = C(j)

n+1,ie
−

∆
j
j

2 sech
(

ηjR
+

∆j
j

2

)

e−iηjI ,

i = 1, 2, . . . , n, j = 1, 2, 3 (5.34)

2. ηlR(x, t) → −∞, (j 6= k, j 6= l, k 6= l) ⇒ The 3SS (4.26) reduces

to a two-soliton S(j) defined by (C(j)
n+1,i, λj) and (C(k)

n+1,i, λk) i.e., an ex-

pression similar to (4.20) except that the consituent one-solitons can

have any two of the three sets of parameters (C(1)
n+1,i, λ1), (C(2)

n+1,i, λ2) or

(C(3)
n+1,i, λ3).
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Figure 5.5: Inelastic collisions of the soliton component for CNLS system
with n = 2 where C(1)

3,1 = C(1)
3,2 = C(2)

3,2 = 1, C(2)
3,1 = 49(1−i), λ1 = 0.1+i, λ2 =

−0.1+i. Fig:a shows for the first components |q1| while fig:b are the fields
for the second component |q2|.
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Figure 5.6: The colliding solitons of Fig:5.5. Fig:a shows |q| =
√

|q|1 + |q|2
which undergoes elastic collision only, even though its components q1 and q2
undergo inelastic collisions (fig: 5.5). Fig:b shows the trajectories of the
solitons.
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Figure 5.7: Elastic collisions of the soliton component for 2-coupled HNLS
of the Hirota type where ε = 0.1, C(1)

3,1 = C(1)
3,2 = C(2)

3,1 = C(2)
3,2 = 1, λ1 ≈

−0.0252 + i, λ2 ≈ 0.2116 + i. Soliton S(1) is travelling with a velocity -0.5,
while soliton S(2) is moving with a velocity +0.5. Fig:a shows for the first
components |q1| while fig:b are the fields for the second component |q2|.

From (5.9) and (5.11) the seperation of the central maxima at a time t for

solitons Sj and Sk (j, k = 1, 2, 3; j 6= k) taking part in an interaction of three

solitons for the CNLS and coupled Hirota systems are

δxj,k = 4(λjR
− λkR

)t+
1

4

(

∆j
j

λjI

− ∆k
k

λkI

)

(5.35a)

and

δxj,k = 4[λjR
− λkR

+ 3ε(λ2
jR

− λ2
kR

− λ2
jI

+ λ2
kI

)]t+
1

4

(

∆j
j

λjI

− ∆k
k

λkI

)

(5.35b)

respectively. Therefore, at t → −∞ all the three one-solitons of 3SS are

infinitely seperated, unless in the other case when the solitons are moving

with the same velocity. Consequently, t → −∞ only one-solitons would be

present and the limit ηk → −∞ which reduces the 3SS to a 2SS as mentioned

previously, has to be abandoned.
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Figure 5.8: Contour plot of Fig:5.7

Thus, before collision, asymptotically the 3SS is represents three one-

solitons S(1), S(2) and S(3) described by parameters (C(1)
n+1,i, λ1), (C(2)

n+1,i, λ2)

and (C(3)
n+1,i, λ3) respectively.

To consider the situation after the collision among the three solitons have

taken place, the asymptotic situation at t → +∞ is considered. Equations

(5.35) suggest that, unless the solitons are moving with indentical velocities,

they would again be infinitely seperated from each other.

To specifically look at soliton S(1) after its collision with S(2) and S(3)

has occured, the limits η2 → +∞, η3 → +∞ are imposed on (4.26). This

equation assumes the form

q
(1)′′

i (x, t) = C(1)′′

n+1,ie
−

∆1′′

1′′
2 sech

(

η1R
+

∆1′′

1′′

2

)

e−iη1I (5.36)

where,

C(1)′′

n+1,i = e∆̃1,2,3
i,2,3−∆2,3

2,3 (5.37)
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Figure 5.9: Inelastic collisions of the soliton component for 2-coupled HNLS
of the Hirota type where ε = 0.1, C(1)

3,1 = C(1)
3,2 = C(2)

3,2 = 1, C(2)
3,1 = 46(1 −

i), λ1 ≈ −0.0252 + i, λ2 ≈ 0.2116 + i. The velocities of the solitons are
identical with those solitons in Fig:5.7. Fig:a shows for the first components
|q1| while fig:b are the fields for the second component |q2|.

and,

e∆1′′

1′′ = e∆1,2,3
1,2,3−∆2,3

2,3 (5.38)

In the above equations, the matrices e
∆̃1,2,3

i,2,3 , e∆1,2,3
1,2,3 and e∆2,3

2,3 are defined by

(4.33). As,

e∆1′′

1′′ =
κ1′′,1′′

Λ2
1,1

=

n
∑

p=1

C(1)′′?
n+1,pC

(1)′′

n+1,p

Λ2
1,1

(5.39)

it is possible to consider equation (5.36) as a one-soliton moving with a

velocity and width identical with the velocity and width of S(1) before its

interaction with S(2) and S(3), but with a modified amplitude,

A(1)
i = C(1)′′

n+1,ie
−

∆1′′

1′′
2 = e

∆̃1,2,3
i,2,3 −

∆
1,2,3
1,2,3+∆

2,3
2,3

2 (5.40)

and a relative phase change

∆1′′

1′′ − ∆1
1

4λ1I

=
∆1,2,3

1,2,3 − ∆2,3
2,3 − ∆1

1

4λ1I

(5.41)
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Figure 5.10: Contour plot for Fig:5.9.

Thus the entire change of soliton S(1) in this three soliton interaction can be

summed up as by the transformation

C(1)
n+1,i −→ C(1)′′

n+1,i{C
(j)
n+1,i, λj}, i = 1, 2, . . . , n, j = 1, 2, 3 (5.42)

as defined by (5.37). This asymptotic reduction of the 3SS at t → +∞ can

be easily extended to the other solitons. In general, the asymptotic form of a

soliton after it had interacted with two other solitons during a three soliton

interaction is,

q
(j)′′

i (x, t) = C(j)′′

n+1,ie
−

∆
j′′

j′′

2 sech
(

ηjR
+

∆j′′

j′′

2

)

e−iηjI (5.43a)

where,

C(j)′′

n+1,i = e
∆̃j,k,l

i,k,l
−∆k,l

k,l (5.43b)

and

e
∆j′′

j′′ =

n
∑

i=1

C(j)′′?
n+1,i C

(j)′′

n+1,i (5.43c)
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In the above set of equation i = 1, 2, . . . , n; j, k, l = 1, 2, 3; j 6= k, j 6= l, k 6= l.

The nature of the interactions, whether elastic or inelastic at the com-

ponent level depends crucially the individual soliton parameters (C(j)′′

n+1,i, λj).

This in turn, governs the exchange of energy inbetween the components of

the soliton. Thus, three asymptotically (t → −∞) seperated one-solitons

interact in some finite region of (x, t) and in the subsequent asymtpotic limit

(t → +∞) reduced to three modified one-solitons. As in the case of two

soliton interactions, the solitons energy is exchanged among the components

of the same soliton, the sum total of the energies of each soliton remain

unaffected.

As the three soliton interaction may not take place at a single point, they

interact interact in sequences of two soliton interactions. By appropriate

selection of velocities and phases of S(1), S(2) and S(3), we can control the

sequence of interactions. For a two-component CNLS system this is depicted

in figures (Fig:5.11) and (Fig:5.12). In figure (Fig:5.11), S(1)-S(2) interact

first and is followed by the S(1)-S(3) interaction. Finally, S(2) and S(3) inter-

act. In figure(Fig:5.12), S(2) andS(3) interact first followed by the S(1)-S(3)

interactions and finally S(1) and S(2) interact. The contour plots of these

interactions (Fig:5.11, Fig:5.12) highlight these sequence of interactions.

As evident from the figures, this change in the sequence of interactions has

been bought about by suitably altering the initial phase of S(2) vide (5.1)

with γ = 1014. However, the amplitude (5.40) and the relative phase change

(5.41) of S(2) remain invarient under this γ-scaling. Infact, the amplitude

and relative phase difference and so also the velocity and width maintain

their invarience under any simple or combinations of γ-scaling of the three

solitons. Therefore the amplitude change undergone by a soliton in this three

soliton interaction is independent of the sequence of soliton collisions.

Finally, these elastic and inelastic collisions for three solitons of the cou-

pled Hirota system and their sequence independence is graphically depicted in

figures (Fig:5.15), (Fig:5.16), (Fig:5.17), (Fig:5.18), (Fig:5.19), (Fig:5.20),

(Fig:5.21) and (Fig:5.22).
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Figure 5.11: Elastic collisions of solitons for CNLS system with N = 3, n = 2
where C(1)

4,1 = C(1)
4,2 = 1, C(2)

4,1 = C(2)
4,2 = 10−7, C(3)

4,1 = C(3)
4,2 = 102, λ1 =

0.4 + i, λ2 = 0.08 + 2i, λ3 = −0.2 + i. Here, the sequence of interaction
is S(1)-S(2), S(1)-S(3) and finally S(2)-S(3). Fig:(a) shows the first component
while fig:(b) shows the second component.

5.6 Collision of N Solitons

The analysis in the previous sections can be extended to the NSS (4.31)

for studying the collision of N solitions. In this case invoking the limit

ηjR
→ −∞ (j = 1, 2, . . . , N ; j 6= p; 1 ≤ p ≤ N) on (4.31) gives the p-th

soliton before interactions i.e., a soliton characterised by (C (p)
n+1,i, λp)

q
(p)
i (x, t) = C(p)

n+1,ie
−

∆
p
p

2 sech
(

ηpR
+

∆p
p

2

)

e−iηpI (5.44a)

where,

e∆p
p =

κp,p

Λ2
p,p

(5.44b)

and ηpR
, ηpI

are the real and imaginary parts of ηp(x, t) respectively, which

for the CNLS system (3.5a) is given (4.1) and for the coupled Hirota system

(3.5b) is given by (4.14).

Again, in the asymptotic limit ηjR
→ +∞, the equation (4.31) reduces

to the one-soliton expression for the p-th soliton after it had interacted with
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Figure 5.12: Elastic collisions of solitons for CNLS system with N = 3, n = 2
where C(1)

4,1 = C(1)
4,2 = 1, C(2)

4,1 = C(2)
4,2 = 107, C(3)

4,1 = C(3)
4,2 = 102, λ1 = 0.4 +

i, λ2 = 0.08 + 2i, λ3 = −0.2 + i. Here, the sequence of interaction is S(2)-
S(3), S(1)-S(3) and finally S(1)-S(2). The change in the sequence of interaction
is brought about by shifting S(2) with the help of the γ-transformation, i.e.,

C(2)′

4,i = γ(2)C(2)
4,i , i = 1, 2 & γ(2) = 1014. Fig:(a) shows the first component

while fig:(b) shows the second component.

all the other N − 1 solitons in this N soliton collision. This p-th soliton is

given as,

q
(p)‡
i (x, t) = C(p)‡

n+1,ie
−

∆
p‡
p‡

2 sech
(

ηpR
+

∆p‡
p‡

2

)

e−iηpI (5.45)

where,

e
∆p‡

p‡ =
κp,p

Λ2
p,p

, κp,p =
n
∑

i=1

C(p)‡?
n+1,iC

(p)‡
n+1,i (5.46)

Thus the entire transformation of the p-th soliton before any collision took

place, to the situation after all the collisions have taken place can be repre-

sentation by a transformation of the C(p)
n+1,i parameter.

C(p)
n+1,i −→ C(p)‡

n+1,i = e
∆̃

1,2,3,...,(p−1),p,(p+1),...,N
i,1,2,...,(p−1),(p+1),...,N e

−∆
1,2,...,(p−1),(p+1),...,N
1,2,...,(p−1),(p+1),...,N (5.47)

In the above expressions, e
∆̃

1,2,3,...,(p−1),p,(p+1),...,N
i,1,2,...,(p−1),(p+1),...,N and e

∆
1,2,...,(p−1),(p+1),...,N
1,2,...,(p−1),(p+1),...,N can be

derived from the equations (4.33)
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Figure 5.13: Contour plots of Fig:5.11 highlighting the S(1)-S(3), S(1)-S(3),
S(2)-S(3) collision sequence.
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Figure 5.14: Contour plots of Fig:5.12 highlighting the changed S(2)-S(3),
S(1)-S(3), S(1)-S(2) collision sequence.

During the soliton S(p)’s collision with the other N − 1 solitons its group

velocity and phase remain unchanged. Its changed amplitude and phase are
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Figure 5.15: Elastic collisions of three solitons (N = 3) for a 2-coupled Hirota

system (n = 2) where, ε = 0.1, C(1)
4,1 = C(1)

4,2 = 1, C(2)
4,1 = C(2)

4,2 = 10−3, C(3)
4,1 =

C(3)
4,2 = 102, λ1 = 0.4+i, λ2 = 0.08+i, λ3 = −0.2+i. The collision sequence

S(1)-S(2), S(1)-S(3), S(2)-S(3).
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Figure 5.16: Elastic collisions of three solitons for the same system as in
Fig:5.15 except for C(2)

4,1 = C(2)
4,2 = 107 leading to a collision sequence S(2)-S(3),

S(1)-S(3), S(2)-S(2).
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Figure 5.17: Contour plot for Fig:5.15.
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Figure 5.18: Contour plot for Fig:5.16.

given as

A(p)‡
i = |C(p)‡

n+1,i|e−
1
2
∆p‡

p‡ (5.48a)

and

∆p‡
p‡

4λpI

=
e

∆̃
1,2,3,...,(p−1),p,(p+1),...,N
i,1,2,...,(p−1),(p+1),...,N e

−∆
1,2,...,(p−1),(p+1),...,N
1,2,...,(p−1),(p+1),...,N

4λpI

(5.48b)
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Figure 5.19: Inelastic collisions of three solitons (N = 3) for a 2-coupled

Hirota system (n = 2) where, ε = 0.1, C(1)
4,1 = 1.12497 + 0.172731i, C(1)

4,2 =

1, C(2)
4,1 = C(2)

4,2 = 10−3, C(3)
4,1 = C(3)

4,2 = 102, λ1 = 0.4 + i, λ2 = 0.08 + i, λ3 =

−0.2 + i. The collision sequence S(1)-S(2), S(1)-S(3), S(2)-S(3).
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Figure 5.20: Inelastic collisions of three solitons for the same system as in
Fig:5.19 except for C(2)

4,1 = C(2)
4,2 = 106 leading to a collision sequence S(2)-S(3),

S(1)-S(3), S(2)-S(2).
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Figure 5.21: Contour plot for Fig:5.19.
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Figure 5.22: Contour plot for Fig:5.20.

As in the case of three soliton interactions, the sequence of interactions

among the N one-solitons do not affect the soliton characteristics asymptot-

ically.
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5.7 Summary

In this chapter, the soliton collisions were studied and their characteristics

highlighted. A scaling of a soliton parameter leading to only amplitude

change was introduced. The two soliton collisions were studied and the con-

ditions of elastic and inelastic collisions were analyzed. The collision of three

solitons and the sequence independence of their collisions were highlighted.

Finally the collision of N solitons was generalised.

These results will be used in the development of soliton based logic

gates in the next chapter. Altough the results have been developed for n-

component solitons for completeness, the 2-component soliton interaction

refer to the collisions of the Manakov solitons (with x, t interchanged) and

the collisions of 2-component CHNLS system of the Hirota type.
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Chapter 6

Solitonic Logic Gates

6.1 Introduction

Due to their robustness, solitons are the natural replacements for the infor-

mation carriers in particle-machine based computing. On the other hand,

the transfer of energy inbetween the components of a multicomponent soli-

ton can be used in the implimentation of binary logic operations. This is

due to the fact that the output of colliding multicomponent solitons depend

on the other soliton(s) taking part in the collision. This transactive nature

of solitons was presented in the previous chapter, specially in the context of

two and three soliton collisions. The transactive nature of n-component N

soliton collisions had also been highlighted. In this chapter, we study the

possibilities of implimenting binary logic operations using the solitons of the

CNLS (3.5a) and the CHNLS of the Hirota type (3.5b) systems.

Ideas of solitonic presence in particle machines has been in discussion

for quite some time [115, 116, 117, 118, 120]. After the discovery of energy

switching among the components during multicomponent soliton collisions

[85], the idea of using such multicomponent collisions in the construction of

logic gates is well discussed in [86, 87, 92, 93, 94, 95, 96, 119, 121, 122]. In

some these works, the NOT, COPY, FANOUT and NAND logic gates based

on these solition collisions were presented. In [95] the possibility of stable

collision cycles of soliton was also presented as a means of realising soliton

based flip-flops for data storage.

79
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In contrary to some of the techniques used in the above mentioned works,

here the different data solitons move with different velocities. This has been

motivated by the fact that this allows one to realise the logic gates with lesser

number of soliton usage.

Again, the models presented in this chapter has been developed on the ba-

sis of temproral solitons and not spatial solitons. This is due to the fact that

(2+1) systems for spatial solitions are not exactly integrable and the solitons

are not truly robust [123]. Of course, the spatial solitions are interesting in

their own respects.

6.2 Model for Soliton Based Logic Gates

In order to carry out computations using temporal solitons in birefringent

optical fibers, the 2 coupled or the 2 component NLS dynamical system is

considered. This is the well known integrable Manakov system [64]. This sys-

tem describes the propagation of vector soliton in the weak nonlinear regime.

The vector solitons have the two components electric fields perpendicular to

each other and perpendicular to the direction of propagation. Mathemati-

cally this is represented by (3.5a) with n = 2 and with x and t interchanged.

To achive faster information exchange and computation the information car-

rying Manakov solitons need to be of shorter widths. In the Manakov model

the solions are of picoseconds width, but as their width shortens to the fem-

toseconds range, the higher order effects due to susceptibility of the nonlinear

medium have to be included. Therefore, to consider solitons with femtosec-

onds widths, the Manakov model has to be extended to include the higher

order effects and such an extension is described by the 2 coupled CHNLS

system. In context to the dynamical systems discussed in this work, they are

represented by the 2-coupled Hirota equations and 2-coupled Sasa-Satsuma

equations, i.e., with n = 2 imposed in equation (3.5b) and (3.5c) respec-

tively. In order to maintain the flow, the x and t interchange relative to

the dynamical representation of actual temporal solitons in optical fibers is

retained.

For executing logic operations using temporal solitons in (2+1) dimen-
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sional systems the following scheme is adapted (Fig:6.1). Each 2-component

vector soliton is a carrier of one bit. In this manner different solitons with

Soliton 

Detector
Source &

Soliton 

Detector
Source &

Optical Fiber

Colliding Solitons

Figure 6.1: Soliton Gates

their own binary information rush along in the same one dimensional motion

colliding against each other. Besides this, there may be other solitons, which

can be called as actuators, moving along in the same x-direction and col-

liding with the data solitons in a nontrivial manner bringing about inelastic

collisions among the components. Finally, depending on the logic scheme

implemented and after all the collisions have taken place, one or more of

these solitons will bear the output(s) of the logic gate implementation. In

this implementation, the data solitons moves with different velocities and the

actuator(s) may get converted as the data output soliton(s). The different

solitons, with their appropriate characteristics – (C(j)
n+1,i, λi), would be pro-

duced by lasers acting according to the requirements. The output solitons

will be collected by appropriate detectors placed coaxially with the soliton

sources. Altough cascaded soliton interaction has been used to impliment

complex algorithms [94], in this case a different approach is taken, as will

been seen at the time of implimentation.

In order to represent the binary levels of 0’s and 1’s in such two compo-
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nent vector solitons, the following scheme is adapted from [91].

%(1)
IN

=
q
(j)
1 (x, t)

q
(j)
2 (x, t)

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

before collision

=
C(j)

3,1(x, t)

C(j)
3,2(x, t)

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

before collision

(6.1a)

%(1)
OUT

=
q
(j)′

1 (x, t)

q
(j)′

2 (x, t)

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

after collision

=
C(j)′

3,1 (x, t)

C(j)′

3,2 (x, t)

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

after collision

(6.1b)

In the set of equations (6.1) the functions are evaluated at the “before collision”

are actually evaluated before collision at the t → −∞ asymptote. On the

other hand, the functions evaluated at the “after collision” are actually

evaluated at the t → +∞ asymptotes. Depending on the values of these

complex functions the logic levels are defined as

%(j) = 0 ⇒ binary 0

%(j) = 1 ⇒ binary 1

Thus, in terms of the 2-CNLS and 2-CHNLS, the binary levels are represented

by the 2-component solitons polarised in one particular direction only, for

example, the soliton may have its field in the y-direction and its field in the

z-direction is completely absent. A change of a soliton from one binary state

to the other is a rotation of its state of polarization by π
2
. This means the

soliton with its field only in the y-direction initially will now have its field in

the z-direction only and its field in the y-direction is now zero.

To identify a soliton collision with a particular logic gate, the following

scheme is adapted.

The input and the output solitons for a particular collision

sequence are identified. If the input and the corrosponding output

of the solitons have a one-to-one mapping with the truth table

of a particular logic gate, then that particular logic gate is

represented completely by that particular collision of solitons.

(♣)
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Input Output
0 0
1 1

Table 6.1: COPY Gate

Input Output
0 1
1 0

Table 6.2: NOT Gate

6.3 Logic Gates from Two Soliton Collisions

The simplest logic gates are those with one input and one output. The COPY

and NOT gates fall in this category and their respective Truth Tables are

given in (Tab:6.1) and (Tab:6.2)

ρ
ΙΝ

1
(Data In) ρ

2

ΙΝ
(Operator)

ρ
2

Space

T
im

e

ρ
1

OUT

(Garbage) (Data Out)
OUT

Figure 6.2: 1-Input/1-Output Soliton Gates using LFT

If these single input gates are to be implemented by the use of Linear
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Fractional Transformation, as shown in the Fig:6.2, then the corrosponting

transformation derived from (4.20) is,

%(1)
OUT

=
a %(1)

IN
+ b

c %
(1)
IN + d

(6.2)

where,

a = Λ2,1(1 + |%(2)
IN
|2) − Λ2,2 |%(2)

IN
|? (6.3a)

b = −Λ2,2 %
(2)
IN

(6.3b)

c = −Λ2,2 %
(2)
IN

? (6.3c)

d = Λ2,1(1 + |%(2)
IN
|2) − Λ2,2 (6.3d)

In order for the above scheme to work for the COPY gate,

%(1)
IN

= 0, %(1)
OUT

= 0 ⇒ b = 0 ⇒ %(2)
IN

= 0 (6.4a)

and,

%(1)
IN

= 1, %(1)
OUT

= 1 ⇒ a = c+ d ⇒ %(2)
IN

= 1 (6.4b)

It can be seen from the above equations that a contradiction surfaces (value of

%(2)
IN

) and so the COPY gate is impossible to realize with two soliton collisions

using the linear fractional transformation (LFT) given in (6.2).

In a similar manner, for the NOT gate,

%(1)
IN

= 0, %(1)
OUT

= 1 ⇒ b = d (6.5a)

and,

%(1)
IN

= 1, %(1)
OUT

= 0 ⇒ a = −b, b = d (6.5b)

These relations between the coefficients can be simplified to yield,

λ1I
= 0 (6.6)

which is not allowed. Thus, NOT gate from the two soliton collisions using

LFT (6.2) is also not possible.

On the other hand abandoning the LFT gives another possibility for re-

alising logical operation. This scheme is graphically represented in figure

Fig:(6.3) and is given as
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OUTOUT
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Figure 6.3: 1-Input/1-Output Soliton Gates without LFT

%(2)
OUT

=
%(2)

IN
(1 + |%(1)

IN
|?)Λ1,2 − %(1)

IN
(1 + %(1)

IN

?%(2)
IN

)Λ1,1

(1 + |%(1)
IN |?)Λ1,2 − (1 + %

(1)
IN

?%
(2)
IN )Λ1,1

(6.7)

But for the implimentation of COPY and NOT gate is still not possible as

imposing the truth tables ((Tab:6.1),(Tab:6.2)) yield inconsistancies (%(1)
IN

has to be 0 and 1 at the same time) or trivial situations (λ1R
= λ2R

, both

the solitons move with the same velocities).

Form all these observations it is concluded that the one-input and one-

output logic gates are not feasible under the any two-soliton collision scheme.

6.4 Logic Gates from Three Soliton Collisions

The LFT based on three-soliton collisions can be derived from (4.26), and it

takes the form,

%(1)
OUT

=
a %(1)

IN
+ b

c %
(1)
IN + d

(6.8)
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with

a = 1 − Λ2,2Λ3,3

Λ2,3Λ3,2

+ |%(2)
IN
|2
(

1 − Λ2,2

Λ2,1

)

+ |%(3)
IN
|2
(

1 − Λ3,3

Λ3,1

)

+ |%(2)
IN
|2|%(3)

IN
|2
(

1 − Λ2,2

Λ2,1
− Λ3,3

Λ3,1
+

Λ2,2Λ3,3

Λ2,1Λ3,2
+

Λ2,2Λ3,3

Λ2,3Λ3,1
− Λ2,2Λ3,3

Λ2,3Λ3,2

)

+ %(2)
IN
%(3)

IN

?
(Λ2,2Λ3,3

Λ2,3Λ3,1
− Λ2,2Λ3,3

Λ2,3Λ3,2

)

+ %(2)
IN

?%(3)
IN

(Λ2,2Λ3,3

Λ2,1Λ3,2
− Λ2,2Λ3,3

Λ2,3Λ3,2

)

(6.9a)

b =%(2)
IN

(Λ2,2Λ3,3

Λ2,3Λ3,1
− Λ2,2

Λ2,1

)

+ %(3)
IN

(Λ2,2Λ3,3

Λ2,1Λ3,2
− Λ3,3

Λ3,1

)

+ |%(2)
IN
|2%(3)

IN

(Λ2,2Λ3,3

Λ2,3Λ3,1
− Λ3,3

Λ3,1

)

+ %(2)
IN
|%(3)

IN
|2
(Λ2,2Λ3,3

Λ2,1Λ3,2
− Λ2,2

Λ2,1

)

(6.9b)

c =%(2)
IN

?
(Λ2,2Λ3,3

Λ2,1Λ3,2
− Λ2,2

Λ2,1

)

+ %(3)
IN

?
(Λ2,2Λ3,3

Λ2,3Λ3,1
− Λ3,3

Λ3,1

)

+ |%(2)
IN
|2%(3)

IN

?
(Λ2,2Λ3,3

Λ2,1Λ3,2

− Λ3,3

Λ3,1

)

+ %(2)
IN

?|%(3)
IN
|2
(Λ2,2Λ3,3

Λ2,3Λ3,1

− Λ2,2

Λ2,1

)

(6.9c)

d = 1 − Λ2,2

Λ2,1

− Λ3,3

Λ3,1

+
Λ2,2Λ3,3

Λ2,1Λ3,2

+
Λ2,2Λ3,3

Λ2,3Λ3,1

− Λ2,2Λ3,3

Λ2,3Λ3,2

+ |%(2)
IN
|2
(

1 − Λ3,3

Λ3,1

)

+ |%(3)
IN
|2
(

1 − Λ2,2

Λ2,1

)

+ |%(2)
IN
|2|%(3)

IN
|2
(

1 − Λ2,2Λ3,3

Λ2,3Λ3,2

)

+ %(2)
IN
%(3)

IN

?
(Λ2,2Λ3,3

Λ2,1Λ3,2

− Λ2,2Λ3,3

Λ2,3Λ3,2

)

+ %(2)
IN

?%(3)
IN

(Λ2,2Λ3,3

Λ2,3Λ3,1

− Λ2,2Λ3,3

Λ2,3Λ3,2

)

(6.9d)

In the above equations all λ1, λ2, λ3 are different from each other. This

follows from the fact that the above expressions for the 3SS LFT was derived

from the 3SS expressions (4.26) and if any of the λj’s are equal indicating

that two of the three colliding solitons are moving with the same velocity, a

non-trivial three soliton collision does not take place. At the same time the

determinants having only the Λi,j terms vanish.

In this scheme, the schemetic representation of the soliton collisions are

given by Fig:(6.4)
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T
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3
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ρ

(Garbage)
OUT

ρ
2

3

Figure 6.4: 1-Input,1-Output and 2-Operator Solitons for COPY and NOT
gates.

The COPY gate is easily realizable. Imposing the truth table criteria in

(6.8) yields many possible solutions with simple solutions like,

%(2)
IN

= %(3)
IN

= −1

2
±

√
5

2
(6.10a)

λ1 =
Λ2,2Λ3,2λ

?
3 − Λ3,3Λ2,3λ

?
2

Λ2,2Λ3,2 − Λ3,3Λ2,3
(6.10b)

In this form of COPY gate, the input and output solitons are the same and

so the output bit travels with the same velocity as the input bit. The only

difference with the trivial case where an input soliton moves without any

collisions is that in this COPY gate the input and output bits has aquired a

phase jump given by (5.41).

In another scheme, %(2)
IN

(or %(3)
IN

) may act as the input instead of %(1)
IN

, while

%(1)
OUT

still remains as the output. The corrosponding output represented by

(6.8) is no longer a linear fractional transformation in terms of the input

soliton i.e., %(2)
IN

(or %(3)
IN

), but the truth table for the copy gate may still be
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satisfied. The two states of the input reduces to

%(2)
IN

= 0 ⇒ %(1)
OUT

= 0 (6.11a)

%(2)
IN

= 1 ⇒ %(1)
OUT

= 1 (6.11b)

Imposing these conditions in (6.8) yields one-possible solution in the form

%(1)
IN

= ±

√

√

√

√

Λ3,3Λ3,1 +
Λ2,2Λ3,3

Λ2,3Λ3,2
− Λ2,2Λ3,3

Λ2,1Λ3,2
− 1

1 − Λ3,3

Λ3,1

(6.12)

In this form of the COPY gate, the output databit undergo a change of

velocity in relation to the input databit. This form may be useful for con-

trolling the velocity of the information bits to arrive at a required location

at a required moment.

In the case of the NOT gate, imposing conditions from the NOT gate

truth table i.e.,

%(1)
IN

= 0 ⇒ %(1)
OUT

= 1 (6.13a)

%(1)
IN

= 1 ⇒ %(0)
OUT

= 0 (6.13b)

as suggested by Fig:(6.4) has one of its possible solution as

%(2)
IN

= %(3)
IN

= −1 ±
√

2 (6.14a)

λ1R
=

1

2

(

λ2R
+ λ3R

)

(6.14b)

λ1I
− 1

2

(
√

−(λ2R
− λ3R

)2 − 4λ2I
λ3I

)

(6.14c)

Thus the one input one output logic gates can be realised with the collision

of three solitons. Moving on to the next level of sophistication, one arrives

at the logic gates with two inputs. One such gate is the NAND gate.

The simplest NAND gate is a 2-input/1-output logic gate with its truth-

table as given below (Tab: 6.3)

If the NAND gate is to be represented by the collision of three solitons, then

a possible implementation of the truth table requires %(2)
IN

and %(3)
IN

to be the
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Input 1 Input 2 Output
0 0 1
0 1 1
1 0 1
1 1 0

Table 6.3: 2-input NAND Gate

inputs, and %(1)
OUT

as the output. In such a case,

%(2)
IN

= 0, %(3)
IN

= 0, %(1)
OUT

= 1 (6.15a)

%(2)
IN

= 0, %(3)
IN

= 1, %(1)
OUT

= 1 (6.15b)

%(2)
IN

= 1, %(3)
IN

= 0, %(1)
OUT

= 1 (6.15c)

%(2)
IN

= 1, %(3)
IN

= 1, %(1)
OUT

= 0 (6.15d)

which leads to an inconsistency λ2 = λ3 in the equation (6.8). Another

posibility is that, %(1)
IN

and %(2)
IN

as the inputs, and %(1)
OUT

is the output. In this

case, the truth table gives

%(1)
IN

= 0, %(3)
IN

= 0, %(1)
OUT

= 1 (6.16a)

%(1)
IN

= 0, %(3)
IN

= 1, %(1)
OUT

= 1 (6.16b)

%(1)
IN

= 1, %(3)
IN

= 0, %(1)
OUT

= 1 (6.16c)

%(1)
IN

= 1, %(3)
IN

= 1, %(1)
OUT

= 0 (6.16d)

Using the above equations (6.16) in (6.8) leads to inconsistencies like λ1 =

λ2. Therefore, the NAND gate cannot be realised with only three soliton

collisions. More than three solitons will be required.

6.5 NAND Gate with four soliton collisions

In order to investigate the possibility of building the NAND logic gate from

the collision of four one-solitons, an expression relating the inputs %(1)
IN

, %(2)
IN

,

%(3)
IN

, %(4)
IN

with the output (maybe %(1)
OUT

or any of the others) is to be developed.

This scheme is represented in the Fig:(6.5) and is given as
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Figure 6.5: 2-Input,1-Output and 2-Operator Solitons for NAND gate.

%(1)
OUT

=
q
(1)′′′′

1

q
(2)′′′′

1

=
e∆̃

1
1;2,3,4

e∆̃
1
2;2,3,4

(6.17)

where, the terms e∆̃1
i;2,3,4 appearing above are defined by (4.33a). In context to

the inputs which are now two in number, (6.17) can no longer be considered to

be a linear fractional transformation of both the inputs at the same time. The

imposition fo the NAND gate truth table yields, the set of constraints given

by (6.15). On the other hand if the scheme is different, and is accordingly

represented by a figure different from (Fig:6.5) and the set of constraints

may be (6.16) or any other depending on the situation.

6.6 Logic Gates with Higher Soliton Colli-

sions

It is seen that if a gate cannot be realised under a particular number of col-

liding solitons, one has to increase the number of colliding solitons to achieve

the implimentation of the same logic gate. For example, the simplest COPY

and NOT gate were not possible under two soliton collisions, however the
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same gates were possible with three soliton collisions. In a similar manner al-

tough the NAND gate was not realised with three soliton collisions, with four

soliton collision it would be easily possible. In this way, more complicated

gates can always be realised with the enough number of colliding solitons.

The transformation that the solitons undergo after collisions can always be

found out by using the corrosponding expression for the N-colliding solitons

(4.31). This together with the constraints imposed by the truth table for

that complicated gate will provide all the necessary information for realising

that particular logic gate. In this manner complicated gates like HALF-

ADDER, FULL-ADDER or even complete Arithmetic Logic Units can be

developed using optical solitons. Theoretically, any calculating machine can

be fabricated using colliding optical solitons.

6.7 Summary

In this chapter the simplest logic gates were developed using the collisions of

Manakov optical solitons moving in a birefringent optical fiber. It was also

shown that a logic gate not achievable with lesser solitons can be achieved

by considering enough solitons in collision.
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Chapter 7

Conclusion

This thesis is mainly concerned with a study of the nature of soliton collisions

of the n-CNLS and n-CHNLS of the Hirota type. For this the N soliton

solutions of these systems belonging to the AKNS heirarchy was obtained by

the Inverse Scattering Method. The N soliton solutions of another dynamical

system belonging to the same heirarchy, the n-CHNLS of the Sasa Satsuma

type was also obtained. In the study of soliton collisions it was observed that

all solitons, scalar or coupled, collide with each other elastically. But for the

coupled systems, altough each component describes a soliton, these solitons

at the component level may interact inelastically. During such a soliton

collision, the component of a soliton undergo changes in their amplitude,

and these changes are due to the transfer of energy of the soliton from one

component to another component of the same soliton. Thus, what may be

seen as a decrease of amplitude of one of the soliton, surfaces as an increase

of amplitude among the other components. Besides this, it is also observed

that the outcome of these inelastic collision of solitons at component level is

independent of the sequence of interactions. Such observations were derived

from the study of two and three soliton collisions and was generalised for the

collision of any N solitons.

The other important area studied in this thesis is the construction of all

optical logic gates using temporal solitons. The most economical scheme

(using the least number of solitons) for the simplest one-input/one-output

logic gates were studied. For this study it became evident that using the

93
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expressions for the N soliton solutions, a gate that is not possible to fabricate

with a definite number of solitons can be fabricated with a greater number of

solitons. This was also seen in the case of the NAND gate. It was found that

constructing a NAND gate with three solitons is not possible, but with four

colliding solitons, the NAND gate may be easily constructed. This is because,

each additional soliton taking part in the collision increases the options for

fulfilling the criteria required by a particular truth-table of a logic gate. Such

an approach allows one to design any complex logic gate using the proper

number of solitons.

It is felt that such a study would generate further interest in this di-

rection which would pave the way for the utilization of optical solitons for

constructing all optical logic gates and all optical logical processing units.
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Appendix A

Mathematical Derivations

A.1 Operator equation for the KdV Lax-operators

Lax operators are,

L = − ∂2

∂x2
+ φ (A.1)

B = −4i
∂3

∂x3
+ 3i

(

φ
∂

∂x
+

∂

∂x
φ

)

(A.2)

For any arbitrary function f(x, t), the operator equation for KdV (2.3) is

iLtf(x, t) = [B,L]f(x, t)

⇒ if(x, t)
∂φ

∂t
= if(x, t)

(

6φ
∂φ

∂x
− ∂3φ

∂x3

)

On dividing both sides of the above equation by if(x, t), we get back the

KdV equation

φt = 6φφx − φxxx (A.3)

A.2 Lax operators

If U(t) is a time evolution operator for the wave function ψ(x, t) from t = 0

to t = t, i.e.,

ψ(x, t) = U(t)ψ(x, 0) (A.4)

95
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This time evolution operator shifting its wave function to the ‘same’ time

would also require U(0) to be an identity matrix. Defining a relation between

the time evolution operator and B

iUt(t) = BU(t) (A.5)

⇒ iU †Ut = U †BU

and − iU †
t = U †B ⇒ −iU †

t U = U †BU

⇒ iU †Ut = −iU †
t U

⇒ (U †U)t = 0

⇒ U(t)†U(t) = const = U(0)†U(0) = I (Identitymatrix)

Thus (A.4) & (A.5) requires U(t) to be an unitary operator. Using this time

evolution operator it can be shown that the time evolution of L is

L(t) = U(t)L(0)U(t)† with t > 0 (A.6)

Therefore,

iLt(t) = iUt(t)L(0)U(t)† + iU(t)L(0)Ut(t)
†

= BU(t)L(0)U(t)† + U(t)L(0)(−Ut(t)
†B)

= [B,U(t)L(0)U(t)†]

= [B,L(t)]

Thus the operator equation (A.3) i.e., iLt = [B,L] validitates (A.6).

Altough the operator L evolves in time through its dependance in φ, its

eigen values in the direct problem remain constant. If

at t = 0, L(0)ψ(0) = λ(0)ψ(0) (A.7)

and at t > 0, L(t)ψ(t) = λ(t)ψ(t) (A.8)

(A.7) ⇒ U(t)L(0)ψ(0) = λ(0)U(t)ψ(0)

⇒ U(t)L(0)U(t)†U(t)ψ(0) = λ(0)U(t)ψ(0)

⇒ L(t)U(t)ψ(0) = λ(0)U(t)ψ(0)

(A.4) ⇒ L(t)ψ(t) = λ(0)ψ(t)
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Comparing the above equation with (A.8) gives

λ(t) = λ(0) (A.9)

In order to show the time evolution of ψ(x, t) in terms of the B operator

(2.9), from equation (A.4)

iψt(x, t) = i(U(t)ψ(x, 0))t

= iUt(t)ψ(x, 0)

(A.5) ⇒ iψt(x, t) = BU(t)ψ(x, 0)

(A.4) ⇒ iψt(x, t) = Bψ(x, t) (A.10)

A.3 Proof of equations (3.10)

From the defination of the basis, ei,j it is seen that they obey the following

product rule.

ei,j ek,l = ei,l δj,k (A.11)

where, δi,j is the kroneker delta. For example








0 1 0 0
0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0

















0 0 0 0
0 0 0 1
0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0









=









0 0 0 1
0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0









i.e.,

e1,2 e2,4 = e1,4

Thus,

Σ2 = Σ Σ

= (
n
∑

i=1

ei,i − en+1,n+1)(
n
∑

j=1

ej,j − en+1,n+1)

=

n
∑

i,j=1

ei,i ej,j −
n
∑

i=1

ei,i en+1,n+1 −
n
∑

j=1

en+1,n+1 ej,j + en+1,n+1 en+1,n+1

=
n
∑

i=1

ei,i + en+1,n+1 en+1,n+1

=

n+1
∑

i=1

ei,i = I
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In a similar manner,

Σ A + A Σ = (

n
∑

i=1

ei,i − en+1,n+1)(

n
∑

j=1

qj(x, t)ej,n+1 −
n
∑

j=1

q?
j (x, t)en+1,j)

+ (
n
∑

i=1

qi(x, t)ei,n+1 −
n
∑

i=1

q?
i (x, t)en+1,i)(

n
∑

j=1

ej,j − en+1,n+1)

=

n
∑

i=1

qi ei,n+1 +

n
∑

i=1

q?
i en+1,i −

n
∑

i=1

qi ei,n+1 −
n
∑

i=1

q?
i en+1,i

= 0
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