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1 See https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indian_comics for more list of Indian publishers 
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2 Nick Sousanis’s book Unflattening argues about the multimodal ways in which knowledge 

can be disseminated. He presents his arguments in comics format with heavy utility of visual 

metaphors. Neil Cohn’s cognitive experiments on self-created comic strips as well existing 

comic strips presents strong experimental results for the comprehension of comics. 
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3 See https://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/canine-corner/201211/how-dogs-bark-in-

different-langauges?amp, for some interesting use of dog bark words across different 

languages (accessed on 23-5-2016 ) . 
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4 See Appendix 2 for the textual list of the SSW 
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5 Temporality (sustained and instantaneous) is not included in the diagram as it is common 

among all the categories. 
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6 Appendix 2 contains the extended list of Hindi SSW that can be chosen as per the semantic 

category. The designer has to locate the source and under that the exhaustive range of possible 

words used in Indian comics is provided. The SSW are written in English as well in 

Devanagari script so that if the designer is unaware of the language, the words can be drawn 

like any other object by referring to the Devanagari text. 
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7 See Appendix 5 for the list of Visual repository of the Hindi SSW. 
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8 For a full length discussion on graphic novels see The Graphic Novel: An Introduction by Jan 

Beatens and Hugo Frey, Cambridge University Press, 2015. 
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9 See https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Little_Sammy_Sneeze and 

https://newspapercomicstripsblog.wordpress.com/2016/02/20/little-sammy-sneeze/ 
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10 Neil Cohn in Visual Language of Comics discusses suppletive panels as panels that are used 

as signs to replace any other events (like fight cloud for fighting, hearts for romance and so 

on), p.52 
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11 There are many examples of signature sound effects that are used across different medium 

like Anime, Manga, comic books, Live action film, video games etc. Know more at 

http://tvtropes.org/pmwiki/pmwiki.php/Main/SignatureSoundEffect. 
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List of words for Hindi SSW 
Semantic 

Category 

Word in 

Devnagari 
Word in Latin Meaning 

  

Human (A1) 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Bhaad  Head bang 

Bhaad Body bang 

Bhadaak  Body banging, Punch 

Bhammmmm  Body loud banging 

Bhataak  Punch, Body banging 

Bhish Punch 

Chap chap chap Running on water 

Chappak Water Dive 

Chataak Hi-five 

Chatt Snapping 

Chyoom Eye laser 

Dhaad 

Kick, Body banging, Head butt, 

Punch 

Dhaak Head bang, Kick 

Dhadaak Kick, Punch 

Dhadaam Body hit 

Dhamm 

Elbow hit, Ambient kick, Body 

bang 

Dhapp Punch, Body falling 

Dhisoom Punch 

Dhoomm Kick 

Fachh Face blast 

Fachhak Head smash 

Fataak Kick 

Ghapp 

Reverse punch, Kick, Punch in 

board box 

Gharrrrr Body drilling 

Ghoomm Body banging 

Gudab Gudab Drinking 

Gulup Drowning 

Jhadd Jhadd Dusting  

Kachh Bone Breaking 

Kadaak Reverse punch, Neck break, Punch 

Kadachh Teeth biting/clenching 

Kadachh Feet Squishing 

Kaddd Jump and break 

Karet Hand chop 

Karrrrrr Body drilling 

Katt Hand chop 

Khad Karad Lifting stone 
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Khadaak Bone breaking 

Khashaak Nail scratch 

Khataak Knife stab on ground 

Khatt Hand chop, Neck Stab, Lever pull 

Khoooosh 

Body swing, Tail swing, Punch 

swing 

Kiiiiick Kick 

Pachh Head smash 

Plop Punch through Plasma 

Saay Body swing 

Sarrrr Body Dragging 

Sassssst Eye laser beam 

Sat Sat Sataak Flame throw by Hands 

Sataak Reverse slap 

Shakk Nail scratch 

Skretch Finger scratch 

Swish Punch swing 

Swoop Body swing 

Swoosh Jump 

Taad Slap, Kick, Punch, Stone pelting 

Tad Double punch 

Tad tad  Punch 

Tadaak 

Bone breaking, Body banging, 

Slap, Punch 

Thaaak Head collision, Punch, Kick 

Thadaak Kick 

Thak Thak Walking 

Thakkkk Punch at stone 

Thann Punch in shield 

Thannn Kick on plank 

Thud Elbow hit, Punch 

Thumb Head butt, Kick 

Thump Face kick, Body hit, Head grab 

Tip Fingers Snapping 

Whoosh Body airlift, Body jump 

Animals (A2) 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Bhaw Bhaw Dog barking 

Bhinn Bhinn Bees 

Chi Chi Birds 

Chiyaaaa Elephant 

Fad Fad Bird flying 

Garrrrr Dog growling 

Kri Kri Crows cawing 

Sniff Sniff Dog smelling 
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Woof Woof Dog barking 

Weapons (A3) 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Badaaam Canon shot 

Badoom Shot gun 

Bang bang Gun 

Bhadaak Rod hit 

Chadaak Laser blast 

Chanaak Glass bottle breaking 

Chirrr Welding gun 

Chumbhas  Defective bullets 

Chyoom Big gun with silencer 

Dhadaak Chain hit 

Dhay Gunshot 

Fat fat Drone blast 

Fissss Gas, Spray can 

Gharr Defective machines, Rocket engine 

Hisss Rocket smoke 

Jing jing Machine gun 

Joom Joom Sonic blast 

Kaaad Laser blast 

Kadaadd Ultrasonic blast 

Kaddddddd Laser blast 

Khach Sword stab, Knife stab 

Khoosh Flame 

Kirr Gharr Chain gun, mini gun 

Kirrrrr Laser blast 

Klum Anchor gun 

Ret Ret Stun gun 

Sarrrr Laser beam 

Swish Knife swing 

Tad tad  Big gun 

Tadaak Star blade hit 

Tadag Chain hit 

Tanaak Rod hit 

Tarr Tarr Stun gun 

Thay Thay Pistol 

Varoom Missile 

Whoosh Canon flame 

Vehicles (A4) 

  

  

  

  

  

  

Barrr Motor Bike 

Bhad bhad bhad Bike engine 

Brooo Drone engine 

Chiiii Car break 

Dhadad Dhadad Train wheels 

Dhamm Car door 
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Furrrrr Car rushing 

Ghad ghad ghad Bike 

Gharrrrr Bulldozer, Truck 

Ghurrr Speedboat, Car speeding 

Ghuuuu Bulldozer 

Karaddd Crane 

kriii Drone flying 

Krinchh Car break 

Kriyaaaa Car break 

Pio Siren 

Rooooo Rocket take-off 

Skreeench Bike skid 

Varoooshghurr Car speeding 

Vhooosh Spaceship 

Vichh Tyre puncture 

Voo Voo  Police Siren Van speeding 

Vroooom Van speeding 

Vrooooo Bike jumping 

Wheee Drone flying 

Phenomena 

(A5) 

  

  

  

  

  

  

Bhakkak Fire 

Chappak Water splash 

Dhadad Elevator fall, Wall falling 

Fizzzz Extinguisher 

Gadad Elevator 

Kirrrrr Electric shock 

Tidad Electric shock 

Others (A6) 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Charrr Page rip 

Charrrr Cloth Ripping 

Chat Branch breaking 

Chataak Rope breaking 

Chirrrrr Cloth ripping 

Crash Glass breaking 

Dhaam Object banging 

Garad Garad Road breaking 

Kadaak Pipe breaking, Pillar breaking 

Kadaddddd 

Phone voice breaking, Road 

breaking 

Kadaddddd Road breaking 

Khanan Chain throw 

Khannak Bottle breaking 

Kharrr kadaap 

Ziii T.V noise 

Kirn Kirn Mobile ringing 
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Kirr Kirr Welding machine 

Klick Door lock, bottle cap opening 

Piiiiiiiii Electronic alarm 

Pik Electronic beep 

Pingling 

Pingling Electronic phone 

Pirrrr Whistle 

Ring Ring Mobile ringing 

Surrrr Dust flying 

Swoosh Cloth flying 

Tak Hook fix 

Tanan Bell hitting 

Tann Metal pipe hit, Glass tinkering 

Tannak Metal shield 

Tharrrrrrrr Wall breaking 

Tiiiiii Ultrasonic sound 

Tin Tunan Bell melody 

Trin Trin Telephone ringing 

Twang Flexible rope 

Vhiii Whistle 

Motion (B1) 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Ghoorrr Car speeding 

Khoosh Body Flying, Hand swinging 

Saaay 

Axe swinging, Flying kick, Flying 

arrows 

Sarrrr 

Chain swing, Object throwing, 

Laser rays, Body Dragging 

Shaaa Knife Swing 

Surrrr Dust flying 

Swish Swinging knife, Punch swing 

Swoop  Body swing 

Swoosh Jump, Cloth flying 

Varooshghurr Car rushing 

Vooom Car speeding 

Vroooooom Speeding Van 

Whoosh Body airlift, Rocket flying 

Collision (B2) 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Bhadaak Object hit 

Bhadaam Vehicle hit 

Braaam Vehicle hit 

Dhaad Bike hit, Body hit 

Dhaak Body hit 

Dhaam Object hit 

Dhadaak Object hit 

Dhadaam Object fall 

Dhapp Head hit 
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Ghoomm Body hit 

Kadaak Vehicle hit 

Khannak Glass hit 

Khataak Plank hit 

Tadaak Body hit, Object hit 

Tannak Metal hit 

Destruction (B3) 

  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

Badaam Explosion, Bomb Blast, Explosion 

Badoom Explosion 

Bammm Bomb 

Bhadaam Explosion 

Boodoom Explosion 

Boomm Explosion 

Booomm Explosion 

Chadaak Glass breaking, Laser hit 

Channak Glass breaking 

Dhadaam Explosion 

Dhadaddd Wall breaking 

Dhaddam Explosion 

Fachh Face blast 

Fachhak Face blast, Body blast 

Gadada Road breaking 

Kadaaaak Wall breaking 

Kadaaaam Building breaking 

Kadaadd Road breaking 

Kadaak Object breaking 

Kadaddddd Metal breaking 

Karaddd Crane crushing 

Khannak Glass breaking 

Krosh Explosion 

Tharrrrrrrr Wall breaking 

Instantaneous 

(C1) 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

Bhaad Head hit 

Bhadaak Rod hit 

Bhataak Punch, Body hit 

Bhiish Door break 

Chatt Finger snapping 

Chyoom Gunshot 

Click Door lock 

Crash Glass breaking 

Dhaad Punch, kick 

Dhaak Kick 

Dhadaak Kick, Body hit 

Dhamm Door close 

Dhapp Punch 
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Dhay Gun shot 

Fataak Kick 

Ghapp Kick 

Kachh Bone breaking 

Kadachh Teeth clenching 

Karet Chop 

Katt Wire cutting 

Khach Stab 

Khachhak Knife stab 

Khadaak Bone breaking, Gun jam 

Khannak Glass breaking 

Khat 

Chop, Knife, Lever pull, Hand 

chop, Gun jam 

Khataak Object hit 

Skratch Nail scratch 

Swish Knife swing, Punch swing 

Taad Slap, Punch 

Tad Rod hit, Kick 

Tadaak Bone breaking, Slap, Punch 

Tanaak Metal shield hit, Rod hit, Metal hit 

Thaak Head hit, Kick, Gun butt 

Thadaak Kick 

Thann Punch hit  

Thud Elbow hit, Kick, Punch 

Thumb Head butt 

Thump Kick, Head grab 

Tipp Finger snapping 

Voof Dog barking 

Sustained (C2) 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

 Badaaam Explosion 

Barrrrr Motor Bike 

Bhad bhad bhad Motor bike engine 

Braaam Car colliding 

Chapp chapp  Running in water 

Chiiiiiiiii Vehicle break 

Chiiiiiiiiiirrrr Ripping cloth, Welding machine 

Dhaaaam Object crashing 

 Dhadaaam Explosion 

Dharr Dharr Machine gun 

Fuurrrrr Speeding car 

Gharrrrrr Road roller 

Ghirrrrrr Object falling 

Ghurrrrr Speed boat, Speeding car 

Ghuuuuu Road roller 
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Khannn Pillar breaking 

Kiiiiiick Kick 

Kirrrrr Electric shock 

Kri Kri kri Crow 

Kriiiiiya Car break 

Pioooo Siren 

Pirrrr Whistle 

Ret Ret Machine gun 

Sarrrrrrrr Knife throw 

Skreeench Motor bike skid 

Surrrrr Dust flying 

Swoop Body swing 

Tad tad tad Punches, Machine gun, Gunshots 

Tannnn Temple bell 

Tin Tunan Melody bell 

Trin Trin Telephone ringing 

Varooshghurr Speeding car 

Vhiiiii Whistle 

Voo voo voo Siren 

Vooom Car speeding 

Feelings (D) 

  

 Exclamation Shock and similar emotions 

 Question mark Confusion and similar emotions 
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